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owing to the blunder, apparently, of a
printer in the first place, and the over-
sicht of a reader m the second place.
Several words have been omitied in the
interpretation of “adopted child” in Sec-
tion 2 of the principal Aet, and conse-
quently the interpretation i that Act
reads absolute nonsense.
Hon, W. Kingsmill: How did it re-
main undiscovered so long?
" The COLONIAT, SECRETARY: 1
suppose the measore was not adminis-
tered to any extent. The principal Act
is 60 Viet, No. 6 (1896). The para-
graph was intended to read, and proh-
ably in the draft was, as follows:—
“Adopted child” means any child
concerning whom an order of adoption
has been made as herein provided;
and “adopting parent” means any
person who is, by any such order of
adoption, as herein provided, anthor-
ised to adopt a child; and, in ease of
an order being made in favour of a
husband and wife on their joint appli-
cation, shall mean and inclnde both
hushand and wife.
In the print of the Act the words “has
been made as herein provided; and
‘adopting parent’ means any person who
is, by any sneh order of adoption” have
been omitted. I move—
That the Bili be now read a second
time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The COT.ONTAT, SECRETARY (Hon.

J. M. Drew—Central) [4.51]: I move—

That the House at s rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 17th August.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 4.52 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at

4.30 p.m.,, and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Return of receipis
and expendiiure of the Western Austra-
lian Govermment Railways for the quar-
ter ending 30th June, 1915. 2, Reports
under Sections 54 and 83 of the Govern-
ment Railways Act, 1004, for ihe quarter
ending 50th June, 1935,

QUESTION — AGRICULTURAL DE-

VELOPAMENT, JUTE IMPORTA-
TION,
Mr. HARRISON asked the Minister

for Agriculture: 1, Is it considered by
his department to be in the besi interests
of agricultaral development that the pre-
sent methods of selling jutes at Lhe value
of eontents conlained therein shoud be
continued? 2, What was the estimated
loss 1o the indusiry, taking the returns
for the 1913-14 harvest, under present
methods in respect to jutes for (a.)
wheat exported, with bags, say, at 7s. per
dozen, and wheat at 3s. per bushel on the
farm as mean values; (b.) wheat used
and milled in the State, taking similar
values; (¢.) chaff at £3 10s. per ton on
the farm and jutes at 6s. per dozen, with
an average of 28 bags to lhe ton?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: I would like to ask the
hon. gentleman to postpone this guestion
until next sitting.
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QUESTION—CHARTERED STEAM-
ER “N2”: RENT AND CONDI-
TIONS,

Mr. MALE asked the Premier: 1, Are
we to understand from the reply given
to the leader of the Opposition yesterday
that the Governmeni has secured the use
of the steamer “N2” free of any charges,
or is lhere a rent to be paid in addition
to the terms and conditions stated yester-
day? 2, If so, what amount of rent or
charter money has to be paid?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Gov-
ernment received the steamer free of

charfer charge in consideration of the,

vessel being put in a seaworthy condition
and maintained in sueh condition. Dock-
ing, repairs, and insurance invelved an
expenditure of over £3,000 by the State.
2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—POISON AREAS, CLAS-
BEFICATION,

Mr. 5. STUBBS asked thé Minister
for Lands: JIs it the intention this year
to reconsider ihe present classifieation of
_poison areas in the Great Southern Dis-
trict?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: It is not intended to*re-classify
any land, but a Bill will be introduced
dealing with the re-pricing of land. This
will include poison lands, which was the
subjeet of investigation and report by a
Special Board in 1914,

Mr, 8. STUBBS: Will it be done this
session ?

The Minister for Lands: Certainly.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: And some relief af-
forded to the unfortunate persons eon-
eerned?

QUESTION — EXPEDITIONARY
FORCES, LEAVE OF ABSEXNCE
TO PARLIAMENTARY OFFI-
CIALS,

My, B, J. STUBBS (without notice}
asked the Premier: TFollowing on the
intimation given vesterday by the Pre-
mier of his intention to move for leave
of absence to members of Parliament

163

joining the expeditionary forees during
the whole period they are away, I de-
sire to ask if he would favour a similar
or any concession as regards leave and
salary being granted to officers of Par-
liament who might enlist.

The PREMIER replied: I fear that
the matters contained in the question arv
ihose for considevation by the commit-
tees controlling the various cfficers of
both Houses, and are enitrely beyond the
scope of myself, either as Premier or
Treasurer; although I take it that the
conheessions already granted to the pub-
lic servants would naturally also be
granted to officers of either House of
Parliament.

BILIL FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL
TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRIC
LIGEHTING ACT AMENDMENT.
[ntroduced by the Minister for Works
and read a hirst (ime.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On nwtion by Mr.- MALE (Kimber-
ley) leave of absence for two weeks
eranted to 1the member for North Perth
(Mr, Smith) on the ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr, GILCHRIST {Gascoyne)} [4.40]:
T owe il to the Gascoyne distriet to take
this opportunity to reply to reflections
made upon the pastoralists of the North-
West during the recess, In April the
Minister for Lands made a statement to
the Press which contained this para-
egraph—

After the attitude of the Legislaiive
Council on the Vermin Board Bill when
wealthy squatters were encouraged to
repudiate their liabilities under an
agreement by which £65,000 was ob-
tained from the State, I am prepared
to expect anything from my political
opponents. Reckless as they are un-
doubtedly becoming, it is very satis-
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factory to know that the Government
have full legislative authority to pro-
tect the State’s funds against this
latest attempt (o prevent the collection
of arrears of agrieultural land rents,
ete., and aecording to the best legal
authorities, it is not necessary for us
to write off the £9,000 due from the
(Gascoyne pastoralists under the Ver-
min Board Act, I, therefore, propose
to go straight ahead with a view of
getting this amount paid.

In the Geraldton PExpress, a newspaper

wlicl is in the fortunate position of hav-

ing exceptional opportunities of knowing

the DMinisterial mind, I find an article

published in February last under the
headings—“A Generous Legislative Conn-
cil.”—“Tlortunate Gascoyne Squatters”
After dealing with the two amendments
proposed, while the amending Bill was
before that Chamber, the article con-
cludes—

The Assembly refused to agree to
the course adopted by the Council, and
the Bill will probably be shelved, with
the result that the 36 pastoralists of
the Gascovne, ineluding some of the
wealthy men of the State, will he able
to get away with £066,000 of the
people’s money. Truly, the Legislative
Council ocught to be prond of its handi-
work.

A seetion of the Gasecoyne people is
charged with conspiring with members
of another place fo bring about a
deadlock by whieh they would be able
to repudiate their honourable obligations
to the Crown to the tune of £66,000. I
absolutely deny that there ever has been
from an authoritative source the slightest
suggestion of repudiation. On the morn-
ing of the day I spoke on the amending
Bill in this House, 1 aftended a meeting
in Perth of these Gaseoyne pastoralists
who happened to he in the City at
the time, and diseussed the position fully
with them, The opinion was nnanimous
that the Government should be asked to
take over the fenee and wmaintain it out
of the general revenue, in the same wny
as the other great barrier fences of the
Siate are mainlained. The opinion was
almost unanimous that in t{he event of

[ASSEMBLY.}

the Ministry refusing to accede to the
wish of the meeting the fence should be
abandoned.  There was not one_dissen-
tient from the principle laid down and
adopted at the beginning of the meeting,
that whatever happened the liability of
£66,000 mnst be shouldered by the pas-
toralists within the fence. T have never
heard of anybody propasing repudiation
of this debt.

The Minister for Lands: Did you read
the debate?

Mr. GILCHRIST: Everybody admits
that a mistake has been made, and we
desire to ery a halt before the burden
becomes altogether unbearable. At the
end of January T attended a meeting in
(taseoyne which was more representative
of the Lower Gascoyne pastoralists, and
afterwards addressed the following letter
to the Mlinister for Agrienlinre—

At a meehng of ratepayers of the
Gascoyne Vermin Board district held
here on Saturday night the following
resointion was passed:—‘That the Gov-
ernment be approached and asked to
take over and maintain the fence out of
general revenue, and that the Govern-
ment levy upon the ratepayers a fixed
rate of Gd, per 100 acres for the period
of thirty vears to cover interest and
general fund on the £66,000 owing.” Tn
the event of Lhe Government declining
to maintain Lhe fence, it was unani-
mously agreed, but with mueh regret,
that the fence wonid have to be aban-
doned. In either case there is not the
slightest suggestion that our obligations
should be in any way repudiafed, and
the burden of the £66,000 will be hon-
ourably faced, T am asked to point out
however, that the fence has been pro-
tecting Crown lands (unleased) and
that all leased lands are actually Crown
lands, and the present rental places the
(Government, to a certain extent, in the
position of landlords. The ratepayers
claim, therefore, that the State should
shoulder some of the burden, even as
the road board is doing in regard to
reserves within the vermin hoard dis-
trict,
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Mr. James Gardiner: At the present
juncture £66,000 would be rather accepi-
able to the Treasury.

Mr. GILCHRIST: They would not get
the whole of the £66,000 paid at once any-
way.  Neither of the two meetings I
attended in Perth and at Carnarvon lent
the slightest colour to the suggestion that
we ever plotted, or even desired the re-
pudiation of the debl as it stood when
the Minister made his statement to the
Press. When the amending Bill was be-
fore the Legislative Couneil, that Cham-
ber was willing to pass it if the Govern-
ment would agree to reduce the maxi-
mum tax to a shilling per 100 acres, in
other words, to double the rent on the
land, instead of it being trebled as it
is under the existing arrangemeni. As
the one shilling rate would raise £4,400
per year, tb can readily be understood that
this amount, if fixed for 30 vears, would
pay not anly interest and sinking fund
on the £66,000, but even cover mainten-
anee, which is reckoned by the offieers
of the department, once the fence is placed
in order, to cost £1,200 per annum. If

this amendment had- been agreed to by the -

Ministrv,the Bill would have been passed,
and there would not have been any litiga-
tion, or irritation, and the collection
of arrears would have been placed be-
vond question, The Minister for Lands
states that “wenlthy squatters have been
encouraged to repuliate their liabilities.”
T need hardly point out to the House that
the wealthy squatters within the fenee,
who ¢an be counfed on the fingers of one
hand, have never lost any sleep over the
vermin tax, heavy as it is. If the men
within the fenee had all been wealthy,
there never would have been any agita-
tion, and T would nof now be making an
appeal on their behalf. It is Dbeeause
many of the men inside the fence are
strugeling  beginners, and are finding
themselves eruelly handicapped, and their
holdings jeopardised, that I again press
this matter on Lhe attention of the
House and the counfry. I placed be-
fore the Minister the case of two steady
voung men, horn in the State, who with
their father had taken up land. One of
the sons was working the property while

the father and the other son were driving
wool teams in order to keep things going.
So far these men have not been able to
get assistance from the financial institu-
fions and they are finding the vermin tax
almost prohibiiive. I know of other in-
stances which together make a strong
case for revision of the position. A man
who has been hard hit by the drought
writes to me as follows—

I notice the Government are going to
repair the fence and enforce the old
Act. T cannot understand why they are
going to do so when it is the wish of
the squatters concerned that it should
be abandoned, as they now find the
ferce was a mistake in the first in-
stance and useless as a means of keep-
ing out rabbits. One reason why it is
so is that the fence runs across all the
crecks and watercourses in its track. ..
Every lime it rains heavily enough to
make the ereeks and watercourses run
the fence will be washed away... Up to
a few months ago, there had not been
many washaways owing to the drought,
yet the upkeep of the fence has been

very heavy. . What must, it be-when we -

have rainy seasons?

There is a point raised in this letter
which is worthy of serious consideration,
and it is that the Minister has authorised
heavy expenditure for making the fence
rabbit proof again after the numerous
washaways of the past nine months, and
that he has determined to continue the
upkeep of the fence and all the heavy
burden of this most remarkable tax in face
of the distinetly expressed wish of the
loeal pastoralists who are the only per-
sons concerned in the matter. This
raises the question, which must be eon-
sidered fundamental, as to the right of
priority of the wishes of a loeality with
regard to its own purely local affairs
over the wish of the central executive.

AMr. James Gardiner: Wheo partien-
larly asked for the fence; was it these
same squatters?

Mr, GILCHRIST: The late Minisler
for Lands, Mr. Bath, declared a few
vears ago thal “centralisation of authority
had had a most pernicious effect on poli-
ties throughont Australia,” and the pre-



166

sent Labour Premier of New South
Wales said; “T regard the right of every
people to self-govern themselves as one
of the fundamental prineiples of pro-
gress and liberty.,” In the United States
political right, like material development,
prrozeeds from the outback te the centre,
instead of vice versa, as seems to rule in
Australia with erippling and disastrous
effect. At the present time practieally
all Europe is at war, largely in order to
vindicate the right of loecal opinion
in  Serbia and Belgium. To my
mind an execntive is not ereated to be
a kind of dieclatorship, but to hold the
halance between loealities in matters
of general concern and to register and
carry info effect the wishes of a
particuiar loeality with regard to fits
own loeal aiffairs, by which other
localities are not affected to any ap-
preciable extent. We people of the Gas-
coyne district contend that the State as
a whole, or any part of it outside the
Lasvoyne, could not be affected by the
abandonment of this fence, and we there-
fore claim the right to demand the aban-
donment of a work which we inibiafed
onrselves, and for the maintenance of
which we have been paying ourselves,
the heavy debt of which we readily ae-
cept as a debt of honour which will be
fully discharged in due time, If the
Ministry, who are the real owners of the
Gascoyne leasehold lands, decide that this
fence must be maintained, upon them the
burden must fall; upon ug will fall the
liability for the £66,000 prineipal, hut
upon the Rabbit Department the cost of
the maintenance of the fence, as upon
them falls the cost of the other barrier
fences, towards all of which, by the way,
the (ascoyne people have to eontribute.
Tn the Governor's Speech appear these
words, “My advisers fully conscious of
the great strnggle proceeding between
the BEmpire as a whole and its ene-
mies, and feeling that now is a time
above all others when all persons
should act in concord and good fellow-
ship, are not desirons of introducing
controversial legislation.” In what con-
trast is the decision of the Federal Gov-
ernment to plunge the whole of the Com-
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monwealth, in this time of Tmperial dan-
ger, into all the bitterness and disunion
involved in the Referenda proposals, for
whieh prominent Labour members and
Labour officials admit there is no ur-
wency, I can claim to be no party bigot,
but I strongly resent this glaring at{empt
to take advanlage of the absence of brave
men on the battlefield and the pre-oecu-
pation of (hose who remain in the ah-
sorbing issues raised by the life and
death strnggles of the nations of Rurope.
[ eannol follow the argument of the mem-
her for Forrest in that excellent speech he
delivered last night, when he said that at
the Adelaide L.abour Conference he spoke
strongly against the motion that the Ref-
erendn proposals should he again intro-
duced, on the ground that the time
was not opportune, The hon. mem-
her declaved that he was losing faith
in TFederation becaunse he found that
of Jate the Tederal Government had
heen showing a propensity for trench-
ing upon Btate sources of revenue,
and other loeal prerogatives. Yet he de-
clared to this House that he was going
ta take the platform in order to advise
the people to pass the Referenda pro-
posals, Let me say that I despise that
fetish of solidarity that is causing some
men to swrender their own emphatie
judgment and to feach the people the
conlrary of what they themselves believe,
1 sympathise with those courngeous
Labourites, who have not been unknown
in this Chamber, who are firding that this
Referenda coercion spells political mar-
tyrdom, The member for TForrest de-
clared that the one argument with him
in favour of the Referenda is that the
Upper Chamber in this State is standing
in the way of democratic progress,

Ar, Bolton: That is frue.

Mr. GILCHRIST: Would it not he
more reasonable, and safer for the hon.
member to enter upon a campaign for
the aholition of the Legislative Couneil?

Mr. Bolton: We have for years past
Fought for that.

AMr, GTLCHRIST: It would be beiter
for the hon, member to do that than to
hand over to a Parliament, meeting on
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the other side of the Continent, powers
and rights which, once surrendered, can
never be recovered. I assert that the
Ministry has never once made any serious
attempt to affect the position and power
of the other Chamber in regard to mea-
sures passed by the Assembly. I am as
radical and as democratic ag the members
of the Ministry.

The Minister for Lands:
be.

Mr. GILCHRIST: And I am now.
When I am convinced that Parliament,
and Executive are, as they should be,
free and untrammelled institutions leg-
islating and administering by their own
volition, and responsible only to the
whole of the people of the electorates,
then I will co-operate whole-heartedly
with the Ministry for the institution of
the unicameral system. Meanwhile the
Vederal Government have deeided that
these referenda proposals are to be sub-
mitted to the people in December next.
Doubtless all of us will take the plat-
form on that oceasion, and I admit I do
not relish it. What right have we to
disunite the people and turn them aside
trom the almost superhuman task which
is facing ug, and which demands the
concentrated  untiring purpose of all
the people of all the scattered parts of
the allied Fmpires? On Tuesday night
the Premier aceepted the olive branch

You used to

held out by the leaders of the two Op--

position parties but did not make light
of the difficulties in the way of a truce.
He and our deputy leader asserted that
the Imperial erisis did not demand the
surrender of private principles, but that
those principles should be asserted in a
manner the least galling and irritating
to those whose principles were different.
Eliminate the desire to irritate, and we
soon reach a basis on which to co-
eperate. 1 refuse to believe that there
is a gulf fixed between Labour and Lib-
eral, ecoineiding with an irreconcilable
separation of Labour from Capital. The
Minister for Lands—I am sorry to have
{o quote again from him—in his Northam
speech said the Liberals were now quite
united because well drilled by the secre-
tary of the Employers’ Federation. A
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few days later he explained to the Press
that : .
The Employers’ Federation gets, a
1 smid at Northam, inte direet ecom-
munication with Liberal members. . . .
I drew attention to the matter merely
to show that party government to-
day 1is class government, and that
the employing class have materially
strengthened their organisation by se-
curing the serviees of the seeretary be-
fore mentioned,

I have oot the pleasure of knowing the
gentleman who has earned the eulogy
from the Minister for Lands, neither do T
know his organisation. I have never
heard either mentioned in meetings of
Liberals, nor in conversation among Lib-
erals, T feel quite sure there is not that
class division of party in this House,
otherwise we would not see several
employers of labour sitting on the
Ministerial side. If I were consecious
of any pressure attempted to be exerted
npon me by the Employers’ Federation or
any other outside organisation, I would
resent it, and would not criticise any at-
tempt on the part of industrial organ-
isations to do similarly.

Mr. Folev: Did not the leader of the
Opposition last session read his speech
from a speech which appeared in the
Chamber of Mines’ journal, whieh is
controlled by the Chamber of Mines?

Hon. J. Mitechell: No.

Mr. GILCHRIST: I do not care whal
the leader of the Opposition did. The
Minister for Lands said nothing abont
the leader of the Opposition or any other
person. He said the Employers’ Federa-
tion was getting into direet touch with the
Liberal members. I say it is not. 1
have never heard the organisation, or
any of its works, mentioned at any meet-
ing of the Liberal partv.

Mr, Foley interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Leonora has already addressed the
House and is not entitled to interrupt.
When T call order he must keep order.

Mr. GILCHRIST: It is a common as-
sertion of our opponents that there is an
alliance, actual or tacit, between the
Liberals and the land owners, merchants
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and monopolists. It is a pure figment
of the imagination. I say conscientiously
that I know no elass, section or eclique,
and all we ask is for a similar as-
surance from Ministers. ] am going to
guote from the late manager of the State
Implement Works, but in no ecarping
spirit. He said—

Early in the year the Minister verb-
ally instructed me to discharge three
men, Briggs, White, and Anderson.
Previous to this members of ‘‘our
party” engaged at the works freely
stated that these men had to go, because
they were Liberal supporters. After
interviews and letters, the Minister
snmmoned me to his office and told me
that members of the Cabinet had de-
cided the men must go, and that I would
be sorry if I still refused to dismiss
them. . . . They were three of the
best men at the works.

Tt is not unfair that we should ask from
the Ministry a clear and unqualified state-
ment in regard to this charge of victimisa-
tion of men becaunse of privaie political
opinions, Let us know once and for all,
to clear the way for a political truce,
whether ountside indnstrial organisations
have been allowed, and will in fufure be
allowed, to interfere with administrative
matters, or to foist upon the country a
new principle: if a man thinks for
himself he shall not work. When that is
made clear we can drep the shibboleths
of party warfare, and, as the member
for South Fremantle (Mr. Bolton) says,
get down to business. The Premier said
on Tuesday night that he was in the dark
as fo the policy of the Qpposition with
regard to the mew trading enterprises.
We ask, is there any ultimate objective
in the minds of Ministers? Ts it the in-
tention that ultimately all avenues of in-
dustrial enterprise, however small, are to
be closed by the State? If that is so, the
position is much simpler for the publie
and for us. If it is not so, every new
proposal for a State trading enferprise
must be accompanied with good and con-
vineing reasons for the outlay. The ex-
istence of a harmful monopoly; unsatis-
faclory quality or price of the arlicle
or service given hy private firms; a
pressing need for uniformity, or for a
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definite, strong, publie grip of an in-
dustry in the natiomal interest—one of
these must be proved. And, once eslab-
lished, the industry must he placed upon
a severely business footing, above the
recach of polilical interference, and run
without sentiment and without class or
party consciousness. In the countroversy
in the newspapers between Mr. Davies,
the late manager of the State lwmple-
ment Works, and ihe Minister for
Works, the Minister wrote—

No person was more astonished when
taking over control of these works
from the Agriculiural Department
than T was to find that after two years
of management by My, Davies it was
impossible for him to give me the cost
of one macline or farming implement
manufactured there.

A few days later he wrote—

I can only again repeat in regard to
costs of work that Mr. Davies on no
oceasion has submitted to this office the
cost of any agricultural iraplement
manufactured at the works,

On the other hand, My, Davies wrote—

At the close of last vear it was dis-
covered that no correct record was kept
of farmers’ accounts. No one knew
wlho had paid or otherwise. To meet
the difficulty it was decided to send all
aceounts along to any person who had
had goods from the works, whether they
had paid or not. Accordingly this was
done, and the farmers gave me a bad
time. not knowing that the clerical
branch was under the control of the
aceountant of the Public Works De-
partment.

The Minister’s admission and the late
manager’s undenied assertion prove a
lamentable lack of husiness method, and
are no advertisement for State owner-
ship and the nationalisation of all in-
dustry. Tn conclusion, let me say that
a political truee will be welcome if if is
genuine and honest—a complete cessation
of party facties, impartial treatment of
political supporters and opponents in
the apportionment of Government
employmenl, and o full, free, and
candid taking of the House into the eon-
fidence of Ministers with regard to the
financial concerns of the State.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
[512]: 1 must congratulate the hon.
member on his excellent speech. When
he mentioned the gulf separating Labour
and Liberal it oceurred to me that he
should have said “workers and Lahour,”
because the applieation might he misun-
derstood. There is no shadow of donbt
that to-day more than ever it is apparent
to the worker that his interests are hounc
up with the interests of the employer.
The worker realises that if there is
danger to anybody it is to the
man  who holds property and tu
the man who must secure a day’s
work in order to obtain  lis  daily
bread. The worker and the property
owner have always had a great deal in
common. Unless we are very careful in
administering the affairs of the country
there will be a slackening of employment,
and the day labourer will be the first man
to suffer, The hon. member asked, ecan
we have peace and preference? and the
Attorney General interjected that there
was no preference. I say there is prefer-
ence to unionists.

The Attorney General: Do npot you
prefer a good thing fo a had one every
day of your life?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, certainly;
but I like to he allowed fo make the choice
when opportunity offers. TIf a man is
wanted by the Federal authorities for any
position in the State, the Federal officials
have to send to the Trades Hall. The
same thing obtaing in regard to those em-
ployed by our State Ministry. Will the
Ministry say it is not so? Will they say
there is no such thing as preference fto
unionisis in the timber industry? Most
eertainly the principle obtains. There i=
preference nundoubtedly, and while pre-
ference exists can Ministers reasonably
ask for peace?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : If you do not want peace, have
a go.

Hon. J. MITGHELL: T propose to
deal with the Honorary Minister later on.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister). Take it how you like.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 think with
other members that the interests of the
country should now be the first considera-
tion and every person in the State should
he subjeet to equal treatment. If it is
not so, then we on this side of the House
still have some very serious work to do,
Tt has been claimed by every speaker that
there ought to be no parly warfare.
There never was a time when party war-
tare from our point of view was so un-
necessary. DMinisters can be left to
destroy the party which they represent.
There is no need to criticise them for
party purposes, hut we have a duty to the
electors which we eannot ignore.

The Attorney General: Your duty is
to serve the Empire,

Hon, J. MITCHELL:; We cannot allow
extravagance to continue. If we are to
serve the Empire we have to do our best
with this great eonntry. We have to dn
our best to supply men and money; we
must see that there is no waste; we must
see that production Is ineremsed to the
fullest possible extent. Nine months ago
we heard this same iale; we were told
that we should have peace. War had
only recently heen declared, and the Pre-
mier appealed to every member of the
House to help him in the government of
the country. T rememher an offer made
to him by the then leader of the couniry
party, the member for Trwin (Mr. Ja=
Gtardiner). He said that we were all
responsible as partners in or directors of
this great eoncern—the State—and offered
his assistance. T do not know whether it
was avatled of, but T know that my
assistance was not.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Assistance!

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The assistance
of members on this side of the House
has not been sought.

The Attorney General:
ance do you offer?

Hon. J. MITCHELIL: The last nine
monilis have bheen the most disastrous
this Siate has known. The administration
has never been worse than during that
period when Ministers have been sup-
posed fo have a right to seek the assist-
ance of every member of this Chamber.

What assist-
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We have built up the defieit during the
past year by an additional £560,000.
Apart from that there bave been many
disastrous acts of government during the
past nine months. We know that the
Premier has put up a very good defence;
he always does. Anyvone who sat bere
during the past week counid have nothing
bhut admiration for the Premier. No
doubt the Premier has ability. He has
shown his definess more than onee in
this Chamber. No doubt Le has a strong
personality, but, without doubt, he lacks
experience and has not the vaguest sense
of responsibility. In the administration
of the affairs of this country the Premier
lias shown no sense of responszibility.

Mr. B. J. Stobbs: No State in Aus-
tralia has heen looked afier so well,

The Attorney General: Never was a
Premier so conscientious to the country.

Hon. J. MITCHILIL: Nor has the
Premier shown any great application. I
believe there have never been members
on the Treasury bench who have been so
disinelined to work.

Hon. R. H. Underwood
Minister) : Gel out!

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: You are making a
,i(Jke.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The present Ad-
ministration undoubtedly represents the
vreatest failure Western Australin bas
ever known, Tf we lake the position as
it existed four years ago and compare it
with that of the present time, we find
that when the Liberal party left office
this eountry was at the very highest
point of prosperity, Tet anyone ask the
people in the street iheir opinion of
things to-day. 1 was oul driving the
other day and gave a working man a lift.
He said he was working on one of the
schemes set going by the present MMlinis-
ier for Lands. He said, “I have got work
nnder the Government but the Govern-
ment do nol treat us as well as we were
freated by the Liberal party when they
were in power.”

Mr. O’Loghlen:
drink 7

Hon, J. MITCHELL: He had not the
faintest idea who T was. Hon. members
may smile, but never before in the his-

(Honorary

Did you buy him a
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tory of the State was there a time when
men were offered five days work a week.
This man was getting five days work a
week,

The Attorney General: Did you have
a drought or a war?

Mr. Munsie: You paid them six bob
a day.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: That was paid
by the Labour Government,

Mr. Munsie: No, it was paid by the
liberals for vears.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No, it was paid
by the Minister for Lands in the admin-
istration of which the present Minister
for Lands was the chief lientenant,

The Minister for Lands: That is incor-
rect. :

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 have the
names and will give them to the Press.

The Minister for Lands: I say you
cannot,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Four years ago
there was prosperily on every hand.
There was no unemployment; there was
no soup kitehen. Everybody got his
chance, To-day ns a result of four years.
administration by the Labour Govern-
ment what is the result9 The Honorary
Minister has a soup kitelien, I believe
Mr. Brown, who led the nnemployed up
here, is supervisor of beds.

Mr. MeDowall: Surely you do not ¢on-
tend that that is a result of the admin-
istration?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The power of
the Premier was never greater than it is
to-day, and, of course, he was never so
near his downfali. He is very much
nearer to it than the Attorney General
admits.

Hon., R. H. Underwoed (Honorary
Minigter) : Never was any one of us so
near death, Every day brings it closer.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: XEvery lime the
Premier gets up to speal he 15 ap-
plauded, T admit he is very elever, but
his 15 very foolish cleverness which has
resulted in the present state of affairs. He
has been very clever in stifling criticism.
He knows that neither party opposite is
strong eunough to force ils opinions on
ihe Governmenl., 'The Attorney General
knows that only vesterday the leader of
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the Country party offered the Premier
his support if he would only bhe frank.

The Attorney General: Frank YWilson.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: T admired the
altitude taken by the Premier. He
langhed the offer away—brushed it aside.
The speech with which the Premier fol-
lowed showed that if he were half as
capable as an administrator as he is when
on his defence, he wounld be magnificent.

The Premier would have us believe that -

he has never refused us information;
never deceived the House; never deceived
the public. He would have us believe that
he told all there was to tell and told it all
the time.

The Attorney General: Do you make
an accusation ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL:

The Attorney General:
deceived the House?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I say we have
never got information. The Government
hid the powellising agreement from this
House for 16 months,

The Atforney General: It is a very
serions charge—deceived the House,

Mr, Munsie: This is the truce they are
offering.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:
truee at all.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: You are accusing
the Premier of being deceitful.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Has the Pre-
mier given us information?

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Yes.

Hon. .J. MITCHELL: Has he given us
acecnrate information?

Tton. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) :  Yes,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: My answer to
both questions is “No.” Only vesierday
he attacked the statement made by the
deputy leader of the Opposition who had
said that the Statistical Abstract showed
the trading coneerns as having resulted
in a loss in eash of over £200,000. That
was an absolutely true statement. The
loss in cash is over £200,000.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : No.

Mr. MceDowall: TI you say that, you
must admit vou know nothing ahoutf cash.

Yes.
That he has

I offered no
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The Minister for Lands: Did you sup-
ply the deputy leader of the Opposition
wilh the fignres?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Xo; he is quite
capable of getting them for himself.
True, there are some assets, bol what have
they to do wilh the statement?

Mr, McDowail: Con you make up a
profit and loss account without putting
in stock?

Hon. J. MITCHELIL: The Govern-
ment have paid away over £200,000 more
n connection with trading concerns than
they have received.

Mzr, MeDowall: Tf an asset is ereated,
it is not o loss, It does not go into the
profit and loss account, I om astonished
al an ex-bank manager talking like that.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The hon. gen-
tleman from Coolgardie makes very
serious mistalkes himself. The other day
I said in this House that the present
Treazurer had spent two millions more
than was spent by the present leader of

the Opposition when Treasuver four
years ago, That statement is perfecily
true. '

Ay, MeDowall: Can you produce it in
Hunsard?

Hon. J. MITCHELIL:: Yes, certainly
T can.

Mre. MeDowall: T challenge vou to do
it.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I am not al-
lowed to quote from Hansard of the pre-
sent session.

Mr. MeDowall: T challenge the hon.
member to find it at any rate.

Hon. J. MITCHELYL: This account-
ant from Coolgardie stated that the dif-
ference between the revenne received four
years ago and now is only £1,200,000. He
does not understand the difference be-
tween revenue and expenditure and yet
bhe attempts to pose as an authority on
accountaney., I was trying to make it
clear that the deputy leader of the Qp-
position was perflectly right when he said
we were over £200,000 down in cash on
our frading concerns. There is ne one
foolish enongh to suppose that we can
carry on sawnills without having timber
on hand, or implement works without
having work in band. Everyone knows



172

there is an assel heyond ihis eash, but
what we say is that the Government have
taken revenue to the extent of over
£200,000 to help the trading concerns.

The Attorney General: Converted eash
info an asset.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: And that is the
very thing which at this moment the
Ministry cannot afford to do, as I will
gshow later on. I do not wish to eontend
even that the Government cannot show a
profit on every one of their trading con-
cerns. ] do nol know whether they in
or not; what 1 am anxions abount is the
eash stalement. That is absolutely every-
thing {hat the deputy leader had before
him when he made his statement, and in-
deed everything- that hon. members had
hefore them. Until this stafement waz
made by the deputy leader, we had never
had any statemen! belore of the nature
wmade by the Premier the other night. This
statement will relieve the minds of a great
many people. T was relieved to know

The Attorney General: What are you
grantbling about if you have already gol
it?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I say we should
Liave had it two years ago.

The Atftorney General: Before some of
the works were even started, I suppose.

Mr. MeDowall interjected.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: We had a state-
ment and balance sheet dated 30th June.
1914, that was presented to us a day or
g0 ngo, 1s that salisfactory? If the Gov-
ernment hide their balance sheets and
statements in this way, how are we to
know what happens? I am not going fo
criticise State trading concerns to-day,
becanse I helieve we_should give the pre-
sent Minister for Works au opportunity
of showing what ean be done with them.
Bui T do not want Ministers to misrepre-
sent slatements thal are made here in re-
vanl to these works.

The Attorney General: Who has done
sn?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: They all do it.
Only vesterday the Premier did it. I want
to see the present Ainister for Works
given a chance. He says, “If the works
do not pay I shall close them down.”

‘trading concerns,
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Very well, then, lef us leave him to do il.
But let me give Ministers a bit of advice.
The Attorney General: Thank you,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Iet them take
the advice offered by the member for
Murray-Wellington (Mr. George) when
he said that what the Government wanted
wus working capital, that the Governmeul
should not draw from ocrdinary revenue
lo provide working capital for their
Bacause of these trad-
ing coneerns, the deficit has inereased by
nearly £250,000.

The Attorney General: No.

Ion. J. MITCHELL: The Government
say they have £250,000, or more, worth of
assels. That is all very fine, My adviee
to the Government is to get their eapital,
and when they make a profit put it into
lheir revenue.

The Altorney Ceneral: Yes, pa.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I beg your par-
don.

The Attorney General: Yes, daddy.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Lord deliver us.
I would not be the father of that! An
attempt was made the other night to show
where the State sawmills, the State briek-
works, ete., were all equally State trading
concerns, and should be treated alike, As
a matter of fact, however, a State railwny
or a Stafe harbour is a publie conven-
ience, and a convenience that can only
he a monopoly, ne matter who owns it.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Do yon believe in State
sawmills?

Hon. J. MITCHETLL: We cannot have
competitive railways or competitive har-
bours.

Mr. Muonsie: Youn have got them in this
country. Take the Midland Railway, for
instance.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:: Now there is this
difference in regard to the State brick-
works, In respect to this undertaking,
I say there were enough brickworks cs-
tablished here to supply the people with
all the bricks they wanted. In spite of
that, the Government came on the seene
and put into the industry nearly £30,000
in order to compete with the people who
were already established. The State
brickworks are, therefore, very different.
The member for Swan (Mr. Nairn) was
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quite right when he said that competitive
undertakings were very different from
State railways.

Mr. Munsie: We realize that,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Agricul-
tural Bank does not compete with other
banks.

The Mintster for Lands: I say it does
compete with other banks. You can get
advances from other banks for agricul-
tural propositions.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Agricul-
tural Bank was established for the pur-
pose of making advances for the improve-
ment of the broad acres of Western Aus-
tralia and the public estate. The Minister
knows very well that no bhank in the world
will lend money to people who borrow
[rom the Agrieultural Bank.

The Minister for Lands: They do.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: They cannot do
so. What does the Minister know about
banks? Of course he may know all about
powellising contracts. A man can go into
the Lands Department and pay £5, and
get a selection; but can he take that
lease to any ordinary bank and get an
advanee upon 1%  Not he! Ordinary
banks have no- maehinery such as the Ag-
ricultural Bank possesses. A man can
go to the Agricultural Rank and say,
“Here i1s my lease, T will clear 500 acres
if you will advance me £500 upon it.”
The Agriculiural Bank posscsses the
machinery and employs the methods Lo
enable it 1o give advances to settlers by
way of progress payments. That is one of
the reasons why that inslitution was
brought into existence. When a man has
established himself and developed |his
holding he very often goes to a private
bank. Why not? After all, he is freer
when he goes to a private bank.

Mr, Munsie: He pays a little more in-
terest too.

The Minister for Lands: But he does
not do it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Until he does
that he eannot expect the ordinary hank
to take these leases over. The Agricul-
tural Bank, after all, is a bank set up
to develop the public estate. If there is
a failure the estate, of course. reverts
to the C'rown, and the improvements upon
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it become an asset, just as the seantlings
at the State sawmills are considered Lo he
an asset to-day.

Alr. George: Better than that, I hope.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier
was unfair when he referred to the Wynd-
ham freezing works agreeraent. He said
in his opening remarks that the previous
Government had made such arrangemenls
as to give a certain party control over
the works., The Minister for Lands
knows that the real position was that a
certain sum of money was to be provided
for any person who would build the freez-
ing works, under conditions which safe-
grarded the inlerests of the smali man,
absolutely. The Premier had no right to
sayv that we were neglectful, under our
proposals, of the interests of the small
man.

Mr. OLoghlen: How would you en-
force the conditions laid down?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: That would he
dene under the agresment.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Suppose they hroke it,
how wonld vou enferee il? All you could
do would be 1o withdraw the subsidy.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There was no
subsidy.

Mr. (’Loghlen: What else could yon
do? Nothing.

Heon. J. MITCHELL: The lawyers
eould settle that: hat even the Attorney
Cteneral, a lawyer himself, sits silent,

The Attorney General: Do you want
me o make a noize?

Mr, O'Loghlen: Tell us how he would
enforve it?

The Minister for Lands: We sit silenr
in order to hear your answer.

Hon. J. MTTCHELL: By the usual
process, they would be laken to court and
compelled to obey the law. They could,
for insinnee, have heen enlied up before
the resident magistrate at Wyndham for
this purpese. The Liberal party passed
a vote for the work, but the vote lapsed
in 1912. The present Government sent
the Hon. Mr. Johnson up to Wyndham
to report. Fle veported that all the
stock from Wyndham that was fit fo be
sold eould be sald on the hoof. and that
it was of inferior quality and unfit for
freezing. On the 25th Febrnary last he
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came to this House and obiained a vole
for the work. At this particular time he
was negoliating with Mr. Nevanas.

The Minister for Works: Not when he
was up there.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: In February,
when we discussed the matfer in the
IHouse and the member for Kimberley
{Mr. Male) asked for information, the
Minister for Lands failed to give us any.
Tle had no information to give. He was
having plans preparved, and if the priee
was right would go on with the work. He
had been negotiating then for the pre-
vious 12 months. Mr. Nevanas had been
asked to repori, and had been paid to
report long before that. Why were we
not told? Why was this hidden from us?
The present Minister for Works, with his
usual frankness, has allowed me to look
at the filee I am not going to discuss
the file to-day. Aparl from this, it is
very interesting, The conlract was for
£153,000, and it was let without tenders
being ealled, Tt was a secret contrac
made between the present Minister for
Lands and the Governmenl, and Mr.
Nevanas, and the price was £155.000. Why
were not tenders called, or the publie
or Parliament told what was going to
happen when the voie was sought? Can
the Minister say? When we discnssed
the matier on the 25th February last, why
were we not told?

The Attorney General: Tl was not com-
pleted.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was in the
air, and had been going on for nearly
nine months. This seeret contraet was
let. No one had the slightest idea what
wns to happen.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: When was the
contract let?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Just after the
House adjourned.

The Minister for Works: It was let
some time afier that.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Not three weeks
after.

The Attorney General: Yes, it was.

Hon. .J, MITCHELL: I think the Gov-
ernment should certninly he censnred for
letting a coniract for work fto cost
£155,000 without first calling for tenders,
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and without allowing Parliament to know
what they were doing. When they dis-
cussed the vole before Parliament I do
not doubt that they knew what was in-
tended to be done, beeanse they had al-
ready paid Mr. Nevanas £1,000 to make
a report. T am not blaming ihe presenr
Alinister for Works because he was not
in it then.

The Minister for Works: 1 am taking
all the blame.

Hon. J. MITCHEILL :
secrecy 7

The Minister for Works: 1 am getting
used to il

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Will the Attor-
ney General fell us?

The Attorncy General: What seercey ?
There was none.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There was ab-
solule secreey.

The Attorney General: None whatever.

Hon. J. MITCHELY.: Until the Press
ol hold of the information no one knew
that the contraet Lad been let.

The Attorney (General: It has not been
let yet.

The Minister for Works: The Press al-
ways come rvegularly to us for informa-
tion. .

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Attorney
General is quite wrong; the contract was
let.

The Attorney General: It was not.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Then why «id
vou pay Nevanas over £3,000 by way of
compensation on the material ?

The Attorney General: We did not pay
anything of the sort, '

Hon. J. MITCHELIL: A contract was
let; it was well established by eorrespon-
dence.  And now the Government have
let Mr. Nevanas off. There never was a
time when he could not get out of anything
he had undertaken and with advantage
to himself, There never was a time since
negotiations were started when it was not
pussile for him to leave the Government
with the haby, and they have been left
with the haby. Why was this? Why
hns there heen this bunghing and  bad
management? The Premier came along
vesterdax and said, “T have let Mr. Nev-
anas off. but T am going to spend by

Why  this
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day labour £50,000 more in  order to
achieve the same results.”

The Minister Lor Works: He did not

say that.
Hon, J. MITCHELL: He &id.
The Minister for Works: That was

only the estimale given by the depart-
ment for the work, namely. £205,000.

Hen, J. MITCHELL: It must be an
estimate, of course, because the work has
uot been compleled. The undertaking,
however, may cost £50,000 more than that
estimate, Mr. Nevanas had undertaken
to eomplete these works tor £50,000 less
than we are going to have them erected
by day Iahour for, accoerding to the esti-
mate provided by the Governmenl, We
must leave people to judge for them-
selves if that is the way they wish their
business lo be carried out.

The Alnisler for Works: That was the
estimate, either by contract or by day
labonr. .

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Arc the Govern-
ment going to build through the medium
ol day labour?

The Minister for Works: Yes,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Then it is to he
done by day labour. The Minister has
adwitted it.

The Minister for Works: 1t does not
make any difierence whether the estimate
wag for the work to be done by contract
or day labhour,

Tion. J. MITCHELL: T think the pub-
lie may rest assured that they are goiny
to pay at least £50.000 more than if M.
Nevanas had been compelled to carry oul
his contract. 1f the country has sums of
£30,000 {6 throw abou!, of course that is
all right. The Premier stated that we
wished to break down the Cabinet sys-
tem. We have never had any such wish,
nor have we ever desired {hat Minsters
should disclose their intentions before
consuliing Cabinet. What we do object
1o is. of course, the eaucus, To the Cabi-
net system we have never objected, How
could we object to it? The Premier in
his speech here said that (he farmers
were responsible for the defieit. and only
i few minniez hefore making thnt asser-
tion he informed we that not one penny
of money taken from revenne had been
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advanced by the Indusiries Assistance
Board.  Thronghout the country as well
as in this ITouse, however, the Premier
las slated that the [larmers had ereated
the defieit.

The Minisler for Works: No.

Mr. Munsie: He has never said it yet.

The Aitorney General: There has never
heen surh an unjust stalement made as
that whieh you put.into the Premier's
HUTHIR

Hon. J. MUTCHELL: As a matter of
fact, £20,000 less was spenl on agrieut-
ture last vear, in conneclion wilth the
Lands Department, than in the previeus
vear. Indeed, the expenditure on the
Lands Departinent for last year was the
lowest on record. Again, if hon. members
will furn io the Mines Depariment they
will find that the expenditure there lasi
vear wag lower than in any year during
the past decade.

Mr. Munsie: That siatement is not cor-
rect,

Hon. 1. MITCHELYL: T think if the
Lion. member looks up the fgures he will
find [ am right. Baut not only have the
CGiovorninent spent- less—they have aebu-
ally raked in something like £54,000, ac-
cording to the ’remier, of the £500,000
advanced by the Industries  Assistance
Board to the tfarmers. The Government
compelled the farmer by threats of for-
feiture, to pay his land rents and water
rates and, 1 suppose, his machinery hills,
So that the revenue has really benefited,
The farmers, it appears, have had very
little of the £300,000, whilst the revenue

has had transferred from loan over
£20,000.  Andd still the Premier goes
about the countrv asserling {hat the

{armer is responsible for the deficit.

My, Munsie: e did not say anything
of the kind. What right have you to say
he ¢id?

Hon. J. MITCHE!LL: He has smd-it
time and again.

dr. Munsic: You ecannot produce (be
statement,

The Attorney General: Why eannou
you be just? '

Hon, J. MITCHELL: T am perfeetly
fair and just. Next, T should [like to re-
fer to the Toilnstries Assistanee Board.
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T do not intend to criticise the board, who,
I believe, have done as well as any board
conld bave done in the ecireumstances.
'Che Government are responsible for any
shorteomings of the board; the Govern-
ment were Loo late in starting the work.
1 observe that in the Governor's Speech,
which has evidently been written by the
Attorney (eneral, Ilis kxcellency has
been made Lo say that the greal majority
of the farmers have been assisted, That
is u libel. Not more than 20 per ecent, of
the farmers of this State have heen as-
sisted hy the Government,

The Attorney General: The speech says
nolhing of the kind.

Hon, J. MITCHELL:

Blys—-—

The Speech

Not only bave they supplied the
great majority of them—that is, the
farmers—uwith seed wheat and fertilis-
ers, but with (he actual necessaries of
life, both for themselves and their
stock.

Tie Attorney General: You are stick-
ing in the words “the farmers.”

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Did you supply
fishermen with seed wheat?

The Atlorney General: What does the
Speeeh say?

Hon. J, MITCHELL: Tt says—

Not only have they supplied the
great majority of them-——

The Attorney General: Who
“them”? (Jo back to the antecedent,

Hon, ). MITCHELL: Let wme read
Turther—

The Government, reaiising the difli-
culties of the settlers
The Altorney General: Yes; the set-

flers,

NMr. George: Are nob the setilers farm-
crs?

The Atlorney General: They may or
may not be. Settlers are newcomers vu
the land, not old-established farmers.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I accept the
Attorney (Jeneral’s apology, and will not
proceed further with the maiter.  The
Attorney (eneral says the Speech does
not refer 1o farmers, because a farmer is
not a settler.

Mr. MeDowall:  According io  the
Farmers and Settlers’ Association there

are
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is a difference.
waords,

oun, J. MITCHELL: There is no
doudt whalever that the Government
wighed it to go forth that they had helped
the majorily of the peopie on the land to
put in their erops—that they have as-
sisled the great bulk of the people on the
land.

The Attorney General: You have been
coirecied,

flon. J. MITCHELL: No. 'The At-
tormey (eneral apologised, 1 understood,
for inserting these words in the Speech.
We linow fhat there are over 20,000 pro-
ducers in this Stalte, and T shall be very
surprised indeed if the Government have
assisted 5,000 of them. According to the
Speeeh, the Government have imported
£250,000 worth of flour, wheat, and ather
commodities. OFf eourse, some of these
importations went to the farmers; and 1
understand -the Government insist that
the farmers who have been supplied shall
be charged at the average cost to the
Government. That 1s to say, if the aver-
age cost of chafl was £10 per ton to the
Government, all the farmers shall pay
£10 per ton, and similarly with hran, 1
shonld like to know if it is not enongh
tor the farmer to pay the actual valne
of the stulf he gets, without also paying
for the Government’s iistakes. We
knaw that a lot of bran and pollard was
iimported from the Arzentine, and the
freight on that, we are told, was some-
thing over £5 per ton, whereas the ordi-
nary freight paid by ordinary merchants
was about £3 10s. per ton. It is a fact
that at the time the Government paid
freight al the rate of £5 per ton from
the Argentire, ordinary merchants were
bringing maize from Java and bran and
pollard from Japan at freights of be-
tween 35s. and 40s.

The RMMinister for Works: Were they
bringing those commodities here?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: They did bring
them here, with the result that the Gov-
ermnent cannot sell (heir bran and pol-
lard, The Government are now calling
tenders for the sale of their bran and
pellard in lots of 500 tons.

1'he association use bolh
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The Minister for Works: That is be-
cause the drought breke up and the far-
mers got plenty of feed for their stock.

Hon. 4. MITCHELL: No matter what
had happened, there would have heen a
loss to the State of many thousands of
pounds owing to the blunders of the Gav-
ernment in making these importations.

The Minister for Works: The impor-
tations were necessary in order to keep
the cattle alive.

Hon, J. MITCHELIL: They were
never necessary. Merchants who know
their business got fodder from Java and
Japan at a freight of 35s.

The Minister for Works: Merchants
who knew their business refused point
blank to bring meat here to feed the

people.
Hon. J, MITCHELL: No, they did
not. At all evenls, I am discussing the

mismanagement of the Government in
connection with the importation of bran
and pollard. As regards wheat, I ven-
ture to say a good deal of the imported
wheat will be carried over to next year.
We know the agreement whieh has been
“made belween fhe Government and the
flour milling eompanies. We know that
the companies have protected themselves
to the extent of paying the Government
for wheat only as they use it, which is
wise on the part of the millers. If they
cannot sell the flour, moreover, they do
not pay at all. Tt is a heads-I-win-tails-
ynu-lose sort of agreemeni. The CGov-
ernment are bound to lose under it all
the time. I am not blaming the millers
who seeunred the contraet; I think they
showed business acumen; but I am blam-
ing the Government for having made
siel a econtract, The millers are being
supplied with wheat which will cost
them nothing until they sell it as Aonr.
Week by week they merely give the Gov-
ernment a cheque for-the stuff they have
actually nsed. Ts that good business for
the country?  Are these Ministers who
can be trusted in bad times to look after
the eountry’s interests? In connection
with this matter T wish to mention that
hut for the aetion of the Grain and Food-
stuffi Board we in Northam would be
compelled to buy our flour in Perth. Tt
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was the intention of the Government to
bring all the wheat from the country
districts to Perth, but the Grain and
TFoodstuff Board had promised that the
wheat should remain in the country and

it remained there. They are honest
men

The Minister for Works: Some of
them are.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: And they made
their statements in honest fashion. They
are all honest men. There is another
point in connection with the wheat busi-
ness. The Argentine wheat was bought
at a price which necessitated the Gov-
ernment’s charging £18 10s. per ton
for flour. I believe that the wheat was
landed here at something like 8s. 4d. per

bushel. But the local farmer was paid
only fis. 914d. for his wheat. He had to
contribute to , the revenue something

over 1s. 7d. per bushel as a special fax.
Now, the wheat taken from the farmer
at this low price was not sold to the con-
smmer at a correspondingly low figure.
The consumer was charged a price based
on the 8s. 4d. per bushel. Accordingly,
the difference of 1s. 7d. per bushel went
into the revenue, and that difference re-
presents a speeial tax imposed on the
man who had a few busbels of wheat
when the season was done.

The Minister for Works: I hope that
is true.

Hon. J. MITCHELL. It is quite true.
I ask, is it a fair thing? That is the
point. Had the Western Australian far-
mer produced his wheat in the Argen-
tine, the Western Australian Govern-
ment would have given him 1s. 7d. per
hushel more for it. Notwithstanding
this eriticism, 1 do not wish to reflect
very severely on the work of the Grain
and Foodstuff Board, beecause I koow
exactly what has happened. T am not
roing to criticise the members of that
board, beeanse I know they have had
great difficulties to contend with. Again
notwithstanding my critieism, 1 consider
the Government deserve some credit for
the work they have done.

Mr, Munsie: But you did not feel dis-
posed to give it to them.
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Hon, J. MITCHELL: Yes I did, and
I acknowledge it here.

Mr. Thomas:
your life.

Hou. J. MITCHELL: The Govern-
ment deserve credit for what they have
done for the farmers, but T do net think
that they have any oceasion to boast be-
cause any other Government might have
done better. I am pleased to see that a
Bill to amend the Land Aet is to be
bronght forward. For four years this
has been promised. Four years ago
every member on the Government side of
the Honse was pledged to support a re-
duction of the price of land; it was part
of the polisy of the Government. A
great many members on the Liberal side
of the House were also desirous of sap-
porting the reduction of the price. But
in the four years which have passed we
have heard very little abont it. Last
vear the Minister for Lands promised to
bring in the Bill but be did not do so.
The price at which land is being sold is
still far in excess of 15s., which I under-

The wvery first Lime in

stand is the maximum price to be
charged.

The Minister for Lands: That is not
eorrect.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is, according
to the Premier's minute attached to the
report of the special board, but I do not
wish to anticipate the Minister. The un-
certainty, however, is having a bad effect
on land settlement. It is unthinkable
that this question of the price of land ean
be nsed to buy votes throughout the coun-
try year n and year out, and election
after election. T hope the Government
will fix the price and finish it once and
for all. The price is an important ques-
ticn in eonnection with land settlement.

Mr. Foley: You admit you took no
risk in putting up the price when you
were dealing with the land?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I believe [
acted rveasonably. T did not wish to-
night to diseuss this question but since
I must, I may say that when I deter-
mined on a scheme of land settiement, it
had the effect of changing Western Aus-
tralia from an importing {o an exporting
country. The broad acres of the State
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will yet help us out of our diffienlties.
We are looking to the farmers to-day to
save the sitnation and they will undoubt-
edly do so. VVhen I determined to fix the
price of land, I did not propose to sell it
under the conditions which obtained be-
fore my time. I did not propose to say
to the seleetor, “Go into the bush and put
in your pegs,” and then leave him there
withont roads or water supply.

Mr. Willmott : You should have
adopted our scheme of rnilways before
seleetion.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: When I set oul
to put people on the land I thonght,
and righily too, that the priee of the land
ought to be more or less aceording to ils
worth. For instance, n hlock near a rail-
way should cost more than a block away
from it. Is there anything wrong with
a scheme such as that? Ts there anything
wrong with charging the man who has
Jand in the vieinity of a proposed rail-
way a higher price than for land some
distance away?

The Minister for ILands: The only
thing wrong about it is that you had no
railways anywhere near the land.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: That
true,

Mr. Willmott: You only had theoreti-
cal railways.

The Minister for Lands: Imaginary
railways. Take the Wongan Hills land,
there was no railway there when it was
settled.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We passed the
Rill authorising the eonstrnetion of that
line. The Minister for Lands went there
and said to the people, “If vou return me
to power T will cancel the authority to
construet this railway.” The Minister
knows well that he held up the construe-
tion of this railway for a year. We were
told hy the present Minister for Works
that this railway line would not pay axle
grease, whereas it is now one of the best
paying lines in the State.  Ministers
should bilush with shame at the mention
of the Wongan Hills-Mullewa railway.
T was dealing with the price of land and
endeavouring to explain to the House the
system T adopted. I have been abused
from one end of the State to the other

is not
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in couneetion with land settlement. Kvery
other man whe wanled a vote abused me;
even members of my own party did so.
They were of the opinion that T was not
right in putting up the price of land. T
always held that a block nearest a rail-
way should feteh more than a block 10
miles away. The Minister for Lands
says that we had no railways then but
hie forgets that we sent out a very cap-
able board of advisers to fix the routes of
the railways we intended to construct.
This hoard consisted of the then Surveyor
General, whose death we all regret very
much, because he was a most capable
officer whose interest was entirely in his
work. We also sent out Mr. Paterson,
the manager of the Agricultural Bank,
and Prof. TLowrie. Were those men naot
eapable of saving where the lines were
to go? Then there was also Mr, Mnir, a
most capable rvailway man who was con-
nected with the Works Department. All
those gentlemen went ont and marked the
maps.

The Minister for Lands: T can give
vou instanees where you promised land at
15s.. -near o proposed railway, and 27s.
15 miles from it _

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There wmust
have been some mistake. )

Mr. Willmott: The farmers suffered
by these mistakes all the time,

Hon. J. MITCHELL:: The hon. mem-
ber knows nothing at all about it. He
knows as much.as other erities know, and
that is nothing. Yet he criticises just as
freely as if he knew a good deal.

Mr. Willmott: T ean blow vou oul on
the subject.

Hon. .J. MITCHELL: We intended to
provide all the facilities necessary for
mwarketing the prodoece of the farmers.
Another thing that has heen mentioned
in eonneection with land settlement is the
question of water supply. The Minister
for Works went to myv town and attacked
e on this question. He knew very well
what happened. He knew that the first
work T undertook was the provision of
water supplies, and he also knew that in
my opinion the Works Department were
ton slow. and hecause of that I stepped in
and rave the eontrol to the Agrienltural
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Department and appoinied a  Public
Works Department engineer (o see that
roads were eleared and water was pro-
vided, That was done immediately after
I became Minister for Lands. The Min-
ister caneelled all that and then went
round Northam and said that I left

the people without making proper
“provision for water supplies. In
1910-11 there was spent on roads

£17,473 and on water supplies £27,800.
We put down 76 tanks in that year
and 17 wells, and there were in pro-
wzress of construction 43 tanks and five
wells. The largest tank was of a capaeity
of 11,000 gallons and another was of
something over 4,000 gallons, Tt is true
that the Minister for Works who followed
me spent much more money in the next
vear, hut he only completed 106 tanks
and pot in 84 wells, He employed bor-
g parties  all over the State and the
work gost 63, 8d. a foot.

The Minister for Lands: If you did so
mueh in regard to water supply, why was
it necessary for me to do all this?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Of course it
could not all be done in one year. We
had 23 parties out when the Minister took
office, and those parties were engaged in
the work of providing water and clearing
roads, :

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T do not wish to
detain the House at any ereat length on
the nuestion of land settlement, beeanse
we will be able to discuss it later; but T
hope hon. members will realise that they
are not justified in saying the Liberal
party put men on the land and left them
there without conveniences, or that we
did not clear roads and make provision
for water supply as rapidly as we could.
Under the present Government the eivil
servants have been reduced to 44 hours
per week, with. of conrse, a correspond-
ing rednction in their salaries. The pub-
lic nffices are closed on Saturday at great
publie inconvenience and without any
substantial good resulting, The Govern-
ment had no right to make these changes
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withont consulting Parlimrent. The Min-
ister for FEducation has had to close his
schools and twn the children away one
day in every three weeks. Surely with
all the money 1he I'remier has had there
vonld he no real necessity for this.  The
Government know that the eost of living
has gone up day by day. notwithstanding

which they have made it impossible for-

civil servants to earn their full salaries.
I notice, too, that the Government have
asked members to agree to a reduction of
their Darliamentary allowances.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Eonorary
Minister) : How do you like it?

Hon., J. MITCHEIL: T do not wmind
it, but ¥ think it was altogether wrong on
the part of the Government to have
made such a request to members just
after the ‘cloze of the session. 1 have
signified wmy willingness to submit to the
reduction to the end of July, and for
just as much longer as the CGovernment
likes. I have told Ministers that 1 will
agree (o snpport a Bill to bring abont a
reduction in & constifutional manner. 1f
they will bring down a Rill te rednece
Parliamentary  allowances during  the
whole period of the war i will have my
support.

Mr. Foley:
the RBill,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: They caunot
make any such deduetion without autho-
rity from members themselves, or by an
alteration of the Aet. 1 think the proper
method tu employ is that which I have
indieated.  Recently the Gavernment
steamer “Western Australin” started for
London, hut shortly afterwards returned
to port. At Fremantle some of the men
were placed on trial for having refused
dutv. TIn the course of their evidence
before the conrt, two of the engineers
said the vessel was not seaworthy. The
eaptain said she was, but liad been forced
to veturn for repairs. The nagistrate
found the charge proved, fined the men,
andl sentenced them to be imprisoned until
{he time of sailing. 1t was said at the
trial that an appeal would be made to the
Government. T wonld like to know if the
Government were appealed to by the

They are dmng it without
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solieitor defending the men, and what
was done when the appeal reached them.
Were the men allowed to stay in prison
until the vessel left, and do the {iovern-
ment think it was fair to have puat the
men in prisen al all, seeing (hat the en-
sineers declared thal the vessel was un-
seaworthy? Tor my part 1 think it was
a seandalous thing to do. However, T
sunpose we will get the information when
the Minister deals with (he matter of the
sale of the vessel.

The Minister for Tands:
ter give notice, =

Hon. 1. MITCHETLL.: Perhaps T had,
for 1 ean easily helieve (hat the Minister
will not give any  mformation  without
pwessure heing hronght to hear.

The Minister for Lands: The trouble
is to know what vou want. Put it down
in writing.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: T will put the
Minister down presently if he is not care-
ful. T propose now to deal with the
finaneial position.

Mr. O’Loghlen: I theught vou had to
enteh a train to Northam.

Hon, J. MITCHEILL: T am still here,
thanks to the interjections. During the
past four vears (he Government have had
in revenue £19,935,441 as ngainst £13,-
028,737, which the Libevals had in the
preceding fonr vears. In other words,
the Government bave had six millions
more revenne than was cujoved in a
similar period by their -predecessors, i
addition to wlich the present Govern-
ment have borrowed £8,311,563 more
than was borrowed in the preceding four
vears,  Thev will say that a different
method of book-keeping. and their trad-
ing concerns, aceount for this additional
revenie. Within reason, that is true, but
it is not the whole truth, The position
fonr years ago was this: that onr in-
vestments in railways, harbours, and gold-
fields water snpplies returned £928,32¢
over and abhove working expenses, The
inferest and sinking fund bill amounted
to £1,046.000, and so the debit to general
revenue for interest and sinking fund was
only £117,671. Hon. members will rea-
lise that this is not a very large sum as
compared with the vast proportions of

You had het-
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the bill to-dey, Last year the railways,
harbours, and goldfields water supply re-
inrned £564,221, But we have a sel-
off in cash against that of £221,417,
the balance of expenditure over the rev-
enue of £537,010 in connection with the
trading coucerns, so the tolal amount
carned by investment available to meet
the interest bill of £1,516,652 is £642,804.
We have only £642,804 to work upon,
leaving the general revenue to pay the
balance of the interest bill of £1.346.652.
That is the position that marks the finan-
cial danger to-day. The deficit amounts
to, roughly, £1,200,000. That has to be
paid, but the additional intevest bill is
going to last for all time, and hefore
long we shall lave to debit revenue to
vover the interest outside the earnings of
our investments. The lotal loan in-
debtedness to-day is £36,400.000, showing
a tremendous increase during the past
four years, an inerease of something like
£12,000,000. Here again there is danger,
becanse we have been spending from loan
and revenue over eight millions a year,
as against £4,600,000 four years ago.
How is this expenditure to be maintained,
and if it is not to be maintained, how
are men to be kept in work? Enterprise
1s being discouraged. FEveryone is threat.
ened with higher taxation and higher rail-
way freights, and everything possible to
discourage enterprise has been done. The
Federal Government propose to borrow
twenty millions in Anstralia, and thg
war expenditure, we are told, will amount
to 45 millions, We know we have to find
. »

our share, either by way of loan or of
taxation, to the extent of sowmething like
three millions. These are fwo very serious
sitvations, and now we are told ihat we
shall have to depend upon our own re-
sources. To-day we are getting three mil-
lions of loan money supplied by Great
Britain at the rate of £250,000 per month,
This will finish in October. YWe ought not
to delay. We ought to take into consider-
ation just what the sitvation is. Tt is of
no use to wait until trouble overtakes us.

Mr. O'Loghien: What do vou suggrest?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T will suggest
something presently. It is of no use
shutting our cyes to the faet that we have

181

invested our money badly during the last
four years, Harbour works have been
put under way at Bunbury. It would be
interesting to know how much the Gov-
ernment intend to spend on them. The
expenditure on railways is not at all in
proporiion to the total bhorrowing. The
Premier says he has done his best, No
doubt he has done his hest to raise rev-
enue from every possible source. He has
threatened the farmers with forfeiture if
they do not pay their rents, and he has
advanced money from Joan funds in order
that these rents may be paid, and the pro-
veeds have gone into revenue. The Gov-
ernment have alse advanced money to the
Farmers to pay for water, They have in-
creased the freight against the farmer
and the fares angainst the people of the
country, melnding the metropolitan area.

Mv. Thomson: Quite right too.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not think
it was right to increase freights against
farmers,

Mr. Thomson: 1 was referring io the
increase in faves in the metropolitan area
as well as in the country.

Hon, ). MITCHELL: The Premier
must rementber that his gross revenue has
been magmificent, MHe has had a terrific
amount of money to spend and he has
spent it. The Government should tell
the House how they propese to finance
the State in the future.

The Minister for Mines:
roing to suggest sormething.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: T intend to do
so. but the Premier should have told
us. The Minister knows that our deficit
last month alone increased by £150,000.
and we had to find £30.000 in cash for
trading concerns, There is no possible
chanee of the Premier spending eight
millinns of money during the next ftwo
years. There will he no possible chance
of raiging such a sum and consequently
something must be done if the people are
to be kept emploved. The Premier in his
happy way asks, “What is the defieit?”
He said Victoria had a worse deficit than
ours, thaf, while ours amounted to only
£567,000 last year, Vietorias totalled
£1,500,000. As a matter of fact, the TWest
Australian gives Victoria's deficit for the

You wers
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year as €540,000, or less than ours. Then
it must be remembered that Vietoria Las
a  popalalion  of  TA00,000,  azainst
325,000 in this State.

Mr. Thewas: That should be an argu-
ment against having a deficit at oll,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: No; in bad
times there is no reason why a State
ghould not have a defieit, but Victoria's
gross revenue is very much greater than
Weslern Australia’s, and that State ean
better afford to have a defieit than we
can. The Premier does not mind the
growth of the defieit; it will be two mil-
lions before we are mueh older. While
I thought it my duty te produce these
fignres relating to the finances, becanse
the public ought to know where they
stand, there is a silver lining to the eloud.
We cannot, however, stand idly by in
face of the present sitnation. Something
must be done. 1 warn the Premier that
“something” means economy and means
much more than knocking off a few
pounds here and there from which no
good ecan resnlt. T1f we are to have true
economy, money must be expended in the
proper directions and put to its proper
use. Inslead of setting up socinlisiic en-
terprises we must develop the natuoral
resonrces of the State. We must develop
agricullure and get population to help
us to do it. We must develop the pastoral
industry, and fo do that it is necessary
to enconrage people to go ount and stock
the land and spend mouey on it. Under
the Act the term for which the Minister
can issue leases is too short to justify
reople ineurring the expenditure. The
Government should give attention to the
question of extending the leases and set-
ting up a longer term under the new
leases, Ii is of no use asking people to
develop a pastoral holding under a 10 or
12 yenrs lease, The Government must
get back to the term of 28 years at least.
Ministers might langh, but unless they en-
eottrage people to produce all the weallh
possible and to rreate all the employ-
ment possible, there will he a erisis. The
mining indusiry shonld bhe encourapged.
Never was there a time when prospeeting
eould he so easily undertaken as at pres-
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ent., Water is plentiful everywhere, and
gold discoverics are frequently being
reporied.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Is it not encouraging
the pastoral industry to supply means of
transport ?

Hon. JJ. MITCHELL: Yes,
Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Stute steamers?

Hon, J. MITCHRELL: There were
sfeamers before the State vessels were
bought, Tt would have been better to have
utilised the £100,000 spent on State
steamers to provide water supplies on
pastoral lands. May I peint out that i
rhe past ten years we have multiplied
the area under crops in this State by five.
I believe the present area ean he multi-
plied by five during the next ten years if
we immediately set to work in the right
way., The agriecliural possibilities of
Western Australia nre undonbtedly great,
We can prodnee wheat, fruit, meat, pota-
toes, ete.. as cheaply and economically as
they ean he produced anvwhere in Aus-
tratia, and we have proved it all along the
line. Our primary industries shonld pro-
diee no dess than 12 malhions of money this
vear and, were it pot for (he fact that we
have a mood senson from Wyndham down
to Fuela. where everything looks promia-
ing for an abundant return and fair
prices, the outlook for this State wounld
be black indeed, Additional taxation will
be necessary for carrying on the war, but
no one will oljeet to payving the moneyv
beeause 1§ will be possible to meet it from
the enorrgous value of the return from
our primary industries, If there is money
available te spend, let me urge the Gov-
ernment {o go on with the work of build-
ing rvailways, opening up barbours, and
providing setilers with other necessary
facilities, in order to enable them to de-
velop the land. Let us leave no stone
unturned to bring everv possible acre un-
der crop.

The Minister for Lands: Tt is a hit

late {n start this season.

Hon. J. MITCHELTL:; Tt is never too
late to start. The Government should
encoutage private enterprise.  If they
wish to restore confidence they must
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make the people fecl that their money,
when invested here, is safe, and that they
will be encouraged and assisted by the
Giovernment so long as the econditions
nnder whieh they ask men to lahour are
fair. The Government might well take
a Jesson from the Midland Railway Co.
whe are up and doing. They have a
speecial agent visiting the Stale and deal-
ing with a portion of their land.  The
member for Irwin (Mr. James Gardiner)
spoke of the need for constructing a
spur line. I am not quite c¢lear what he
meant, but I know that the AMidland
aren ig a valuable asset to Western Aus-
tralin. It does not matter who works
that land so long as it is worked. 1 wel-
come the hon, gentleman’s statemnent

that the eompany now intend tv make

a special effort. That is just what is
wanted in the State. The population
problem will probably prove mueli more
difficult than the finaneial problem. 1t
i= hard to get settlers, hut no matter how
wreat the diffieulty .we must get thom be-
cause it is the only way to guarantee the

future suceess of the people who are now-

here. If the present population is to
hear the whole burden of the last few
vears, it will be considerable. Tf we ean
spread that burden over an much greater
number of people, it will prove very
much lighter. The Premier urged us to
e optimistic. No matter how we feel
or how black the ontlook might seem, we
are to be optimistic. He appealed to us
te be cheerful, evidently as Voltaire’s
man felt in his time of trouble, though
we might have some diffieulty in looking
as cheerful as he did. 1t is of no use
being anything else than checrful. We
mnst be optimistic and we have a right
tn be, because there is justification for it.
The eountry justifies our optimism. In
conclusion, T hope the Government will
realise exaclly what the position is, that
thes will realise it now and endeavour to
do what is right by the State. During
this debate members of all parties have
offered their help to (he Government.
All are willing fo help, but the best help,
¥ ihink, will come from crilicism levelled
at the Gavernment. If we can get the
State on the right track once morve, there
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should be no doubt about its future pros-
perity.

Me. THOMAS (Bunbuvy) [7.57]:
There can be little doubt but that the
member for Northam exerts a most
soporific  effect—1 was nearly asleep.
The hon, member should take first prize
in a politieal marathon race. He re-
minded me of Tennyson’s brook—men
may come and men may go, but had it
not been for the train leaving in half un
hour, the hon. memher wonld have gone
en for ever.

ITon. J. Mitehell: I have earned wy
money and you never have done so in
this House.

Mr. THOMAS: I do not think the
hon. inember lias, but it is not my pur-
pose to indulge in auy unkind ériticism.
Mi first intention was to say how very
much T appreciated the very kind ex-
pressions uttered by members during
the course of the debate, and, largely 1o
express my appreciation of the fine ut-
terances wade, I propose to ovccupy the
time of the House for a few minutes. In
listening to the dcbate last afternoon
and evening, T was struck by its high
tone generally, It is a pleasing intex-
Tude, a sort of oasis in ihe vast desert of
political squabbling we have from time
to time ito find that, under the influence
of strong feelings of a national char-
acter, this Parliamnent is capable of ris-
ing above its ordinary tone and taking
a higher and better view af things in
general. Among the many speeches of
nn excellent charaeter delivered I list-
ened with extreme pleasure indeed to
the utterances of the member for Irwin
(Mr. James Garvdiner). On the ocean-
gion of the tabling by the Premier of a
loyal motion, the speech made by the
member for Irwin was instingt with sym-
pathy and sentiments that do him eredit.
He expressed himself in language most
felicitous, and the feeling behind it car-
vied a measure of conviction to every
member preseni in the Chamber, T bave
heard many good speeches delivered in
the House and outside it, but I have
never heard any speaker hold his andience
so completely as the hon. gentleman did
on that occasion. I agree with the hon,
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member in some of the remarks he made
in regard to the Auditer General, and
his Dittle exposition on that oceasion con-
veyed to me a new understanding, threw
a new light on Lhe olfice occupied by that
umporiant Governent offieial. 1 think
the member for Irwin (Mr, (ardiner)
was quite correct when he said that it
is the business of the Audilor General
to vonduet the wembers of the Ministry,
or individual memhers of it, as the case
may he, through Lhe intricate mazes of
bookkeeping and auditing, and to assist
them in the difficult work they have to
do, inslead, on the contrary, of sitting
hack and waiting uatil little errors and
mistakes are made which he should have
prevented and then adopting the part of
an ovdinary common or garden eritic.
The constructive is the highest form of
intelligence that the human being pos-
sesses, and that is the sort of intelligence
this ecountry wanls. We have all too
many destruetive crities, and 1 do not
think the Coverninent need employ ex-
perts for that partieular purpose. Pos-
sibly, had the suggestion of the member
for Trwin been carried out some time
ago, many of the objecfions now raised
by members of the Oppaesition with re-
gard to the light thrown upon the work-
ing af trading concerns and other things
would have heen obviated, and this House
would have been in fuller possession of
that informalion which scems to be so
ardently desired by members. 1 mysell
should like very much to bhe claser in
fouch with the working of these concerns.
I think everv member has a right to see
that as much information as possible is
provided for them. Appareatly, for some
reason or another. that information is
never available until it is so belated as
to be of little valae. Tf that could he
overcome 1t would indeed be a very de-
sirable eonsummation. The member for
Swan (Mr. Nairn) in a very fine, logical
and friendly speech, which T mueh ad-
mired, dealt with many questions and ex-
pressed many opinions with which T
heartily agree. He spoke at some length
and some fervour on the education gques-
tion. While he has at all times been a
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strong advocate of economy in adminis-
tration, and while he and the members
of his party have always talked about
culting our garmeut aceording to our
¢loth, he launches forth in a tirade against
the Minister for Edueation becanse that
lion. gentletnan has “dared” under the
stress of the itroubles we have upon us
to-day to make the slightest reduetion
in the hours of atiendanee of children at
the public schools, 'The hon. memher
seemed (o be under the impression that
that little alieration was to stand in per-
petnity. Having that tmpression he took
advantage of the occasion to launch forth
with fiery eloquence in snpport of the
system of free and eompulsory educa-
tion, and all the good things that eome
m its train. Tf comes rather late in the
day from the hon. memher to hegin
teaching the Labour party ns to what
that party ought to do in the matter
of free education. 1t has heen a
plank of the Labour party’s plat-
form ever since it has beem in
existence, and for the past 2¢ vears, day
by day, week hy week and year by year,
that party has fought persistently and
insistently for the accomplishment of one
of the grandest and noblest prineciples we
have ever stood for.

My, Nairn: Then why go back upon
e

Mr. THOMAS: If the hon. member
never goes back upon his principles more
often than the Labour party have gone
back upon theirs he will be all right—
1 was going to sav something else. As a
result of that 20 years’ agitation, of
fiehting for the principle that we then
believed in and most people did not be-
lieve in, we have reached this stage, that
for the first time in the history of West-
ern Australia, and possibly in Australia
or any part of the world, we have abso-
lutely free education from the kindergar-
ten to the university. In spite of tronb-
lous times, the most {roublous times West-
ern Ausiralia has ever known, under the
difficulties of drought, war, and other dis-
abilities, the Tabour party have not hesi-
tated to put into effect the platform thev
have advoeated for so long, Tt is cer-
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tainly rather late in the Jday to come here
amd tell us that we are backward in
carrying out thag prineiple.  We have
never beeu backward in carrying  out
that  prineiple or in pulling it into
effect.  And low are we depriving
the children of that principle now? All
hon. members of this Honse know that
the great need of this eountry is economy,
and the one thing essential in our ad-
wministration is that it shall be economienl.
We have attempied to stem the finaneial
stress by means of puaiting an additional
taxaten upon the people in order fo
meet our just requirements, hut that was
dented (o us on gvery oveasion that it was
soughi. The kst resort, objectionable as
it is to everv membher of the Labour
parly, just as objectionable 10 me as it
is to anvone else, that we have had to
fall hack upon has bheen that we have
heen foreced o mwake a reduction in the
hours of labour of the men employed in
the varions Government departmenis, By
the aetion of our oppunenis we have been

driven te do this. We had no other
course open to us but that, and no
hon. member can deny it. We might

have turned men out on the sireels or re-
duced thelr wages, but we did not do
that, What individual, who possessed n
spark of democracy to-day, would have
advoeated such a ecomrse? We have,
therefore, asked them to work fewer
hours for correspondingly lower pay, As
every oiher braneh of the public service
has had {o give half a day in every week,
in the ordinary eourse of events the same
thing has heen applied to the staff of
teacliers in YWestern Australia. T believe
that altogether something like 20 days
will he lost in a period of 12 moenths. if
i eoniinues as long as 12 months,

The Attorney General: The instrichion
has gone forth that extra home lesrons
should be given to the ehildren.

My. Thomson: They are not getting
them in onr distriet, at all evenis.

The Attorney General: Then T
sorry for the hon. membar.

Mr. THOMAS: T think the hon. mem-
ber's children must be all grown up hy
this time, because most of us who have
bovs or girls going to school have the

am
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constanl complaint thal they are geiting
too  mmeh  bome work, The small
loss of time which has been effected
will be no serivus detriment (v the edu-
cation of the children for the coming
vear. 1 am not sure of (bhat, and
I am vpen to conviction on the point. Al
all events, it is only a temporary arrange-
ment brought aboul by conditions over
which we lhave no control, 1 deprecate
the idea of any hon, mewmber irying o
take credit for discovering a mistake, or
what he elaims to be an ervor, which has
heen commitied arainst the bhest inlerests
of the State itsell. No other course was
open to the Government than 1his, Qne
individual may claim that as he has a
railway in his distriet, 1t would be fair
tor every ofher section of the service of
the State tu economise, beeause, in his
opinion, this railway, or whatever else it
may be, is of nafional importance. Ha
will say, “Economize where yon will, bur
do nol eome near my electorate,” A man
may have one pet theory, and say, “Yon
ran touch whatever else you like, but this
one thing is mine” Much as I regrel
that any stoppage of the onward course
of our edncational svsfen must take
place, that anvthing whatever had to he
done in this respect, I recogmise that the
Minister for Edunecation has been forced
by cirenmsianees to do this. T {rnst that
the gond feeling which has marked the
ineeption of thizg session, and that the ex-
pression of good-will fowards men given
vojee to by my hon. friends will he more
than merely a2 pious  expression  of
apivion, T (rusi that thronghont the ses-
sion wood feeling will prevail and that
constderation will be given to every mea-
sure which is introduced—and there are
nol manyv-—and that this consideration
will be fair, honest. and generous, If this
is done T would he safe in asserting that
the product of the present zession of’
Tarliament will be the finest on record in
Western Australia. Tn my apinion too
much valnable time has been lost in fhe
past in idle bickering and idle recrimina-
tions which have irritated members on
both sides of the House. and have pro-
dueed a condition of mind certainly not
conducive to the ereation of the best
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legislation, If a kindlier feeling eounld be
engendered in all sections of this small
communily of ours, | am satisfied that
our minds would be more free from the
shackles of what 1 may ferm “party sup-
pression,” and that a better produet will
be the result. The member for Gascoyne
{Mr. Gilehrist) in the course of a very
forcefnl and eloquent speech upon the
Vermin Board Act, seemed to think that
he had very strong cause for eomplaint
against the Minister for Lands. The hon.
member loudly voiced his eomplaint in
respect to the assertion that there was
anything in the minds of his friends in
the way of repudiation—T would not like
to use that word myself. The hon. gen-
tleman's argomenis were more foreible
than eonvineing. After dilating on  the
point, he drew our aitention to the faet
that a meeting of {lese gentlemen had
been held in Perth, and stated that they
said at this meeting that they did not
want to go in for repudiation, but de-
sired that the Government shounld take
the responsibility of the work, or very
largely so, and rclieve them from their
financial burden.

Mr. Taylor: fThat is only a (Gascoyne
way of putting it,

Mr, THOMAS: I may say that as a
matter of oratorieal pyrotechnies, I
must give the hon. gentleman the palm.
For exalted rhapsody, to say nothing of

sublune flapdoodle, the hon. member
has——
Mr. Thomson: What about party
eriticism ¢

Mr. THOMAS: Well, T will not go on
with that, Tt is merely giving expression
to what is after all a ruling passion.

Joking apart, I admired the hon.
member’s utteranee very inuch. 13
think the Chamber has seldom lis-

tened to a finer oratorical display than

we have had this afternoon  from
that hon. gentleman, apart saltogether
from whether T agree with him or nof.
Speaking on the Tederal Referenda, T
must say that the hon. member somewhat
raised my “dander.” He deelaimed, with
very fine effect, against the Federal Gov-
ernment for having dared at sueh a time
a8 the present to sugrest bringing for-
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ward a refevendum which was going {o
disturh the serenity of the people, when
already they had their eyes fixed upon tha
terrifie conflict which is taking plaee in
Europe. The hon. member nsed fine lan-
wuage, which unfortunately 1 cannot
imitate just now. In referring to the
Labour party he spoke, among other
things, of ilieir political ecoereion, and
said that it was leading them on to politi-
cal martydom. Perhaps the hon. member
knows more aboul the coercion that is

prevalent in the Lahour party than
[ do. but if there 1s not more
coercion than [ have had an op-

portunity of observing or experiene-
ing up to the present, fthen it is
an invisible, unknown qnantily. Again,

the lon. membher spoke ahout the
shibboleth of party warfare, and
used a number of other expressions
of that deseription. While wrging

us to bury the halchet, o to speak, le
was by his method and his manner urging
on his own people lo greater efforts of
party warfare than cver. He said, “At
a time like the present there is no excuse
whatever for introducing distracting and
conflicting proposals of this nature to
disturb the people’” 1 suppose, if that
ts the case,that we should all sit at
home, we should have ceased to atiend
to our husiness, we should lie within
doors and dream ail day of the war go-
ing on in Burope and see if we can assist
by doing that. Why is it that business
men continue o go forth into the Dbusi-
ness marts and to eondnet their affairs
as ellectively ag before? How is it that
the ordinary channels of commerce are
still open?

Mr. Gilehrist: Some of them are not.

Mr. THOMAS: How is it that the
wheels of industry ore still moving?

AMr. Thomson: T urged vou not lo raive
party conflict,

Mr. THOMAS: But the hon. member
should bear in mind that the question of
giving to the Commonwealth inereased
power for the protection of its people
is nol and never can be a party question.
That is where hon. members, in their de-
gire to find fanlt with this particular pro-
posal. are unwilling to look at the truth.
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My,
wpinion,

Mr. THOMAS: How can it be a party
yoestion?

AMr. Thomson: Well, it is.

My, THOMAS: The Federal Govern-
ment are merely asking the people of
Australin 10 decide  for  themsclves
whether or not they will give increased
jrower o themselves,

Thomson: It is a matier of

Mr. (dilehrist  And the people have
torned ot down twice,
Mr., THOMAS: In giving increased

power to thetr representatives in Parlin-
ment the people are putting increased
power into their own hands, because the
laws which the majority of the Federal
Parliament makes, a majorily of the Feil-
eral Parliament ean unmake, Why should
the people fear to trust themselves, and
how can it be said that it is a party gques-
tion when the endeavour is to give a
greater demuveratic power to the people
of the Commonwealth as a whole?

The Premier: Tt wouid not be a party
matter when the power is conferred, be-
canse the power will he given to every-
body, and not to our party alome.

Mr. THOMAS : I bave not the slightest
~ doubt that the referenda have been
turned down more than ence.

Ale. Gilehrist : Hear, hear!

Mr. THOMAS: But il has Lo he re-
membered that a certain individual at
the head of one of the biggest monopolies
in Australia is allezed to have given, and
under eross examination before a Royal
Commission, could ‘not deny having given,
£30,000 to help to throw polilieal dust in
the eves of the people in order that the
proposals might he defeated. Since that
individual eould nof deny the faet of the
eontributions of £50,000 when on oath,
it looks to me as if there was a big in-
terest inimical to the people themselves
that is being hidden behind certain party
pretences at the present time,

Mr. Gilehrist : Ts that a charae that we
have hribed the people to vole against the
referenda propnsals?

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Mr. Knox did, the
sugar combine did.

My, THOMAS: Tt was stated in the

Federal Parlinment by the Federal At-
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torney General, whose words [ am using,
that Mr. Knox under eross-examination
before the Royal Commission, asked if
he gave £50,000 from the funds of his
comnpany lo help the Liberal eampaign
against the referenda, said he wonld not
an=wer the question, amd on being fur-
ther asked “Can you deny %’ replied
“Ne"" What was the result of that con-
tribution of £30,000! 1f 1 remember
rightly—and [ am only speaking Ifrom
yaemory now—betfore the referenda went
to the people the price of sugar through-
cut Australia was £21 or £22 per ton.
S0 soon as the referenda had heen de-
feated, or within a month or two of their
defeat, up went the price of sugar by
aboul £2 per ton. A sinee (he sugar
comhine turn out aboul 200,000 tons of
sugar per ahnum, il follows that with one
hand they gave £50,000 to deceive the
people and with the other hand proceeded
to plunder the people of £400,000 in the
UL yvear,

The T'remier: Thal is bosiness.

The Minister for Mines: Business aen.
mett.

My, TIHEOMAS: And the member for
Ciascoyne (Mr. CGilchrist) says it is a
disgrace to ihe lLabour party and that
they will he vent asunder by contending
factions 1n their own ranks it in a me
like tlis, when, as he =avs, vur brave
soldiers are far away on the hattlefield,
they attempi to place before the people a
referendum intended to protect the peo-
ple themselves, 12 it a crime thal we
shonld seek to do that? Is it right be-
cavse there is war in Europe to-day thay
we should permil the war of the com-
bines and onopolies o he wared npon
the people of Australia? 1f it is fair
fo fight onr enemy on another shore, is
it not a fair thing lo fight the enemies of
the Australian people within the bound-
aries of Austraiia? A man is as good a
temoerat and as zood a soldier who stands
up 1o the firing line here and fights for the
welfare of the people in the internal ad-
ininistration of Australia, as is he wha
zoes to Gallipoli to fight with the Allies.

Mr. Thomson: What wis the result of
the Royal Commission on the sngar in-
dnstry?
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Mr, THOMAS: The vesult was that we
found that on aceount of the limitations
of the Federal (onstitution we eould not
carry the inquiry by Royal Connynission
to the limits that il was intended to go.
We found (bat we eould not compel wit-
nusses 10 give evidence whieh would prove
what the sugar combine had been doing in
the past. .

Mr. Gilehrist: 1s it noi a fact that Sen-
itor Henderson and Senator MeGregor
and several other promineni members of
the Labowr party have worked for eom-
binations, worked to bring about eombiu-
ations, in eoal and shipping and tobaceo?

My, THOMAS: [ am not my brother
Henderson’s keeper, aud do not know all
the things he may have said in the course
of a long polilieal earcer. U iz pussible
that he may have said something i fav-
our of somelhing of that kind in special
cireumstances, hat | aw perfectly saiis-
fied that be never advacated a combina-
tion such as ihis, There is practically
only one sugar velining company in Auns-
frala. The company have the whole of
the sugar indostry within their grip.

Member : here iz
sugar refining company.

Air. THOMAS:  There iz practically
only one. 1t is trae there i« another emn-
pany iu New South Wales, bt it is a
very small coneern.

Member: There is another in Queens-
land.

Mr. THIOMAS: Prohahly they are all
the otie affair.

The Premier: In a large measurve, the
mereased cost of Iiving in Western Aus-

T more than  one

fralin during recent months  has  been
brought about by the attittde of the

shipping combine, who have inereased
freights by 100 per cent, in some eases.
We cannot touch them,

The Minister for Mines:
Huns.

My, THOMAS: I understand that the
profits of the sugar combine amounted to
£300,000 for last vear. Thal is the figure
al which the profils are shown, bul as a
matier of fact that says nothing aboul
the combine’s- watered stoek, - or their
varions methods of making their profits
look a great deal less than they really

Commereial
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are. [ have no doubt their profits in
truth amount to double and treble of
what they are represented to be.  A\re
we, because we are fighting o war in au-
other part of the world, to sit down and
say HYou tyranls may go on and steal
from the people as long as you like; we
have got their thoughts directed uto an-
other channel; we will keep them oceu-
pied by waving the Hag and chanting the
National  Anthem: we will keep their
thoughts directed there, and von can go
on with vour neflarious practices and Al
yowr pockets as mueh as you please; our
sympathies are with vou™?  And uot only
have we the sugar combine, but we have
the tobaceco monopoly, which instead of
enriching a few gentlemen of ithe cens:
per cent, persuasion ought to be pouring
hundreds of thousands of pounds into
the coffers of the Federal (iovernment.
and =0 helping to defend the shores of
Australia to-day.  Then we also have the
conl kings and the beef buecaneers, and
what is possibly the worst of all. the
shipping combine.  The shipping  eom-
Line have got Australia within their grip.
There can be no question of that. Some
time awo, as the resulf of a strike i Fre-
mantle, the Jumpers got a rise of three-
pence per hour.  In consideration of that
inerease the shipping combine put up
freights 3 per cent. and surcharged pas-
zenger fares 5 per cent., thus laking any-
thing from one shilling to two shillings
hack for every extra threepence paid to
the workmen employed. And. of course,
the people say *Disgusting feHows, these
beasily low Labour chaps! They are
never contenl. Here they are striking
agmin! Never satislied, no wmaiter what
vou do for them. Here they are again,
wanting  anolther threepence an hour.”
There is not a word said abont the ship-
ping eombine laking something like 2s.
per hour for every man thai works,

The Minister for Mines: And in the
01d Couniry they have inereased the price
of coal to the consumer by abani 10s, per
ton,

My, THOMAS: tn England, where ilie
men went out on strike—T saw this in one

- of the newspapers—-the eval owners dur-

ing the first ten months of the war eleared
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an extra 25 millions of money, and the
men were working under an agreement,
aade 30 years ago. The men, of course,
had no right te ask for anything, As
someone  suggested, “They should be
taken out and shot, these beaslly low-
down fellows.” The employers are per-
tectly entitled to draw an extra profit of
25 milliens in 10 montbs, but what right
liave the working men to ask for another
3d. per day? “Shame on them! And
it is because we take a hand in ihe inter-
ests ol the people in Australia, because
we say any time is right when we ean
loosen the grip of monopoly strangling
the growth of young Australia, our elo-
quent [riend asserts that the referenda
are a disgrace to the Lzhonr party, and
that we ought to he ashamed of making
such an attempt. 1 cannot recall the hon.
member’s exact words, but that was the
eifect of them. At such a time as the pre-
sent, he says, which is sacred to our na-
tional feelings, the referenda should he
turned down. T ask, should the people
be starved and plundered ad infinitum?
The hon. member praclieally says “What
do we care so long as we can make you
sleep a little longer?”

Mr. Bolton: Jle uses the words of the
Employers’ Federation,

Mr. THOMAS: What were they? [
gineerely trust that there will noi be any
eontribution of £50,000 fortheoming this
time to assist either one side or the other
to fight the battle. 1 trust there will rise
up in the minds of the politicians and
public men of Australia a desire o fight
this time on clean lines. T trust that there
will be no hitting below the belt, and that
there will be no taking advantage of the
predominance of ownership of Press and
purse to mislead the people, T am as sae-
isfted as that T stand here this moment, 1if
these issues are placed clearly and fairly
hefare the people of Australia they will
be carried by a two to one majority.

Mr. Gilehrist: Not they.

My, THOMAS: T did think the hon.
member was a demoerat. T did think
that, apart from the narrow lines which
divide party, the hon, member had a great
deal of feeling in common with the
democracy of Awstralia. But when he
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savs that it is not to the interests of
the couniry and not for the benefit of
the people (hat the referenda sbould be
carried, I am satisfied that his concep-
fion of democracy is a very remarkable
one indeed.

Mr. Gilehrist: My position is that you
can do it yourselves as a State party.

Mr, THOMAS: Do what?

Mr. Gilchrist: Fight the monopolies.

The Minister for Works: I tried to
fight the patent medicine men myself,

Mr. THOMAS: I must say the hon.
meniber uses a remarkable argument. He
contends that we should fight monopolies
within the State, whereas in point of
faet those who are protecting the monop-
olies are so thoroughly entrenched behind
their big guns, behind their privileges
and the reslricted franchise, that we have
as much chance of ecombating them as
this body of Parliament formed into an
army would have of shifting the Germans
out of Franee. And to tell us ihat we
ought to deal with monopolies within onr
own borders! That may be a very good
way of throwing dust in the eyes of
the people, but I do not think that any
oneé who hag given a thought to the sub.
ject will eclaim that the States have the
power to deal with monopolies. In any
case there are many monopolies that ex-
tend beyond the borders of any one State
and, therefore, eannot be dealt with.

Mr. Gilchrist: The Constitution gives
the Federal Parliament the right to deal
with monopolies extending beyond the
borders of the State.

Mr. THOMAS: T have not the slight-
est doubt that they will attend to all that.
1t it is desirable to deal with these things
why should we refuse the power to our
Parliament? Does any hon. member here
distrust the Parljament to which he be-
longs? Does any %on, member fear, in
the fina) analysis of things, that anything
that ean be done to the detriment of the
people will be done? So free is the Press
of Anustralia, and so great is the power
of the people, that no matter what Gov-
ernment might be in power, it would be
compelled to call a halt. The power
asked for is as much for one party as
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for ancther; because we seek o secure
it, others seek to obstruct it, and so the
wame goes on, and the people of Australia
have to suffer in consequence, 'There is
only one matter in the Governor’s Speecl:
that T want briefly to refer to and it
is the proposal Lo introduce a Bill to
provide for a referendum on the earlier
closing of hotel bars. 1f there is one
thing more than another that the present
vational erisis lLas hrought foreibly to
our minds it is the oxtravaganee n-
dulged in in many directions by the
people. The Premier proposes to
provide for the vestriction of lLorse-
racing, a wise siep io take, Tn England
the DPrime DMinister has asked the
peaple to economise in their expenditure,
so that if the war is protracted they
might have the means of financing it. In
Weslern Australia the same condition
applies and in my opinion there has never
been a time when the people should more
properly be given a voice in the guestion
as to whether the existing condition of
affairs should go on, or whethev it should
be altered. I'rom inquiries made from
my friends who lhave a more intimate
knowledge of the teetotal side of this
question, I find that something like £8§,

or £8 10s. per head, is spent for the whole’

of Western Australin on liquor, making
the total drink hill in round figures some-
thing like 2V4 miilions sterling per annum.
At o time when we ave up against the
gravest of diffieuities any nation bas ever
had to face, when money iz secarce and
{he prospeet is that it will be even more
searee i the fnture, is if wise fo have at
every step we take an additional tempta-
tion for men to spend the little they have
and swell the drink hill to its present
enormons proportions? What a credif it
is to Western Australia that it spends
214 millions annually on intoxicants
alone, equalling between £8 and £9 per
head per annum for every man, woman
and child in the State! How many little
¢hildren who walk the streefs to-day harve-
footed eould be provided with hoots !
How many women who are poorly elad
eould be warmly clothed if that 24 mil-
lions of money were diverted into other
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channels ! Tn my opinion no bigger ques.
tion faces our people to-day than the one
of controlling the expenditure on liguor
It is the bounden duiy of Parliament t¢
do something to lelp those who cannof
always help themselves. There would be
less poverty, less distress and less need
for the Government to help people in
times of trouble if we took from themx
the power they have to spend money tc
excess on aleohol. I do not want to pose
as a puritan, 1 have consumed
reasonable amount of whisky and bawve
thoroughly enjoyed if, but the remedy 1

would support for the better control of

the liguor trade is the referendnm, and
the Bill to provide for this I sinceraly
iope will be passed by both Houses ol
Parhament, so that the people may be
given the opportunity to say whethe:
they will have the hotel bars elosed at siy
o’cloek, or at any other hour they like ny
to 11 o'clock. Let the people say whether
in the time of a erisis such as the present
when everything wo hold best and deares!
is at stake, when we need every effort tc
zecure for us ultimate vietory, the hotels
should or should not be closed at ar
earlier hour, so that the consumption ol
liquor might he restrieted. If the good
sense of hoth Houses passes the Bill T an
firmly of the opinion that the referendun
will result in a majority for the closing
of lotels at six o'clock. Stabislics have
gone {o prove that about three-fourths of
the drunkenness takes place after sis
o'elock and it has heen claimed that the
working man will not have time to pet ¢
sufficient quantity of liquor hefore tha
hour if he knocks off work at five o’clock
T am sure, however, that he will find tim
to get a fair ameunt of it, just as other
peonle will do. It has been claimed tha
if the hotel bars elose at six o’clock tha
a serious result will take place in the
way of unemployment, that many peopl
wifl be thrown on the Labour markel
and that the Government will be im
poverished because thev will have to finc
work for them. T find, however, that ow
of every pound spent in the mannfactur
of beer and spirits something like 4s. ir
the pound is spent in wages, whereas it
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the manufacture of boots, furpiture, and
other things something like 15s. out of
every pound goes to labour. If the 214
rillions to which I bave already referred
were diverted into other channels, it
would provide from three to four times
the amount of employment that is being
given to-day. Where then does the argu.
ment come in about the loss of employ-
ment? We wounld bave more men own:
ing their own little homes, there would be
happier families and better clothed
women and children, while better men
would form the backbone of the com.
munpity. If this thing is done, it will not
be for to-day or to-morrow, or for the
duration of the war, bat we will never
go back on it, and in 10 years’ time we
will reflect and wonder how the existing
conditton of things to-day was ever
allowed to go on.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Would you provide
some measure of protection for the
licensees who have taken long leases?

Mr. THOMAS: I would. The publi
cans in many instances to-day are not
making even a profit, but in any case 1
am not out on a crusade against any in-
dividual. The publican is no worse oft
than any other person at the present time.
If the best and most sober and upright,
and most religious memhers of this House
were put in charge of hotels. and they
found themselves up against the proposi-
tion of making those hotels pay, they, by
force of circumstances, wonld be com-
pelled to run the traffic for what it was
worth, and it would be the duty of the
Legislature to make it impossible fo1
them to do that. We owe a solemn duty
to the country, and if members do nol
take advantage of it, it will be an ever-
lasting disgrace. 1 think it is somewhat
disereditable to find that the people who
have pretended to fight the temperance
campaign are not to-day attempting to
strengthen the hands of members of Par-
liament o carry the Bill for the referen-
dum through both Houses. Why are not
the temperance advocates doing some-
thing to convinece the majarity of the
people” and members of Parliament that
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suel » measure as is proposed by the
Government is desirable.

Mr, B. J. Stubbs : They are getting
ready.

Mr. THOMAS : I think it will be
necessary to have all the agitation pos-
sible to convince the people of Western
Australia of the desirability of bringing
about the early closing of hotel bars.
The full blast that they can bring to
bear upon publie opinion will be required
if this Bill is to find its way through the
Legislative Counecil. T trust that if no
other good follows as the outeome of the
labours of this session, that this measure
will find a place on the statute-book of
Western Australia, '

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [8.42] :
It was pleasing to hear the hon. member
who just sat down speaking in such a
determined manner on the question of
the early closing of hotels. I consider,
at a juncture like this, that the people
should have the opportunity of deciding
whether the hotels should elage at an
earlier hour. I lave no doubt that if
the question goes to the people it will
be decided by a big majority that the
sale of liquor should be confined to re-
stricted howrs. The womenfolk, at any
rate, will vote solidly for the earlier
elosing of hotels. Like my friend the
member for Bunbury, I am not a teetot-
aller, but I am not what may be called
a temperance erank. The Governor’s
Speech is brief and the addresses which
have been delivered by hon., members
have likewise been brief, and it is my in-
tention to follow on similar lines. We
have felt the war cloud hanging over us
and we find it diffienlt to touch oh mat-
ters which might be termed purely par-
ochial. I was very pleased to see that
resolution passed, expressing confidence
in those directing the affairs of the Em-
pire, and containing also an expression
of optimism, that we will come out
on the right side. Similar expressions
are required in reference to the affairs of
our State. We want a spirit of optim-
ism, a belief in the future of ounr own
country. I believe that Western Aus-
tralia will prosper in spite of any Gov-
ernment, whether Liberal or Lahour,
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The Premier remarked that certain mem-
bers were candid enough to admit that
the Government had rendered all pos-
sible assistance to the farming commun-
ity; and he went on to say the Govern-
ment did not c¢laim any credit for that,
because it was essential in the interests
of the State. When, last session, I de-
clared it was the duty of the Govern-
ment to assist the farmers, that by =o
doing the Government were only pro-
tecting their own assets, I was jeered
at. I am pleased indeed to find that the
Premier and his supporters have real-
ised that the farming community should
have due consideration. The Premier
* also stated that, not having any harvest
to earry, the Railways had lost approxi-
mately, £100,000, It goes to prove that
if we take care of the country, the towns
will take care of themselves. It should
be the duty of the Government to foster
our primary industries. We heard a
good deal from the member for Bunhury
(Mr. Thomas) in regard to the coal
kings and their monopoly. As a matter
of fact, there are no greater supporters
of the coal kings of New South Wales
than our Government. In the 1913-14
report of the Commissioner of Railways,
we find that the Government imported
coal to the value of £94,254, and used
our local eoal fo the value of £90,650.
When hon. members speak of monopolies
thev should hear in mind their own indus-
tries. I would like to draw attention to
the fact that the money sent out for im-
ported coal does not pay wages in this
State, does not pay rates and taxes here,
and does not help to educate our chil-
dren. T trust the Government will de-
termine to use nothing but our local
coal on the Railways. I know it is said
that it is not suitable to our locomo-
tives, but I maintain that we should
make the loecomotives suitable fo the
coal, and not import coal suitable to the
locomotives. If the amount of money
annually sent out of this State to foster
the so-called coal kings were spent here
it would be of vast benefit to the eom-
munity. The question of whether the
Government did right or wrong in en-
tering uwpon the State enterprises is
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purely & matter of opinion, In any
case those enterprises should be capital-
ised. In respect io the implement works,
the Minister for Works onght to wel-
come a select committee. If he is s0
sure that he is on the right track he
should have nothing to fear.

The Minister for Works:
nothing to fear.

Mr. THOMSON: Then the Minister
ought to welcome a seleet committee.

The Minister for Works: No man who
resigns should have an inquiry made in-
to his ease.

Mr. THOMSON: It has been asked,
should our Railways and barbour works
be considered Siate enterprises. The
member for Irwin (Mr.James Gardiner)
dealt fully with that, and I do net pro-
pose to labour the question. JIn my
opinion a public enterprise is or should
be a publie utility, of benefil to the whole
community. In respect to the State Saw-
mills, things are not perhaps just as we
would like them. Indeed, in respect to
the whale of our State enterprises, there
is abroad a feeling of distrust, and T
think the Government would he wise to
appoint some sore of commission of in-
vestigation. Tt would serve to set the
public mind at resl.

Mr. Foley: Tdo you consider the pre-
sent abnormal time opportune?

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, because if any-
thing is found to be wrong it could be
rectified and the enterprises established
on a proper footing when normal times
returned. I propose to relate an incident
which eame under my personal notice,
and which serves to ereate doubt as to
the manner in which affairs are being
administered in some of our State enter-
prises. The Public Works Department
called tenders for the erection of a build-
ing, and specified that the timber to be.
uged in the structure was to be secured
from the State sawmills at a price of
20s. per hundred delivered on trucks at
the npearest railway station. The price
at which the contractor could procure the
material. from loeal merchants was 13s.
per hundred. Of course we can easily
make our State enterprises pay if we
are going to compel contractors to pur-

I bave
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chase material from the State mills at
20s., notwithstanding that the same class
of material can be purchased elsewhere
for 13s.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Did you get any ex-
planation®

Mr. THOMSON: [ did not require
any; the faects were irrefutable.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The department could
have supplied an explanation.

Mr. THOMSON: This is not an iso-
lated case.

Mr. Taylor: Were those prices quoted
in the specifications?

Mr. THOMSON : Yes, on trucks at the
railway station. The contractor brought
the specifications to me and asked if I
thought it was a fair thing. Again, the
department called tenders for a bridge
in the Denmark district, specifying that
powellised karri was to be used. Powel-
lised karri at Denmark railway station
eosts £6 6s., to which must be added
5s. for eartage, or £6 11s., whereas jarrah
could be delivered on the spot at £5 per
load.

The Minister for Works: Probably the
engineer preferred powellised karri.

Mr. THOMSON: But it is not good
business to cart material huge distances
and pay enormous railway freights when
the material is procurable on the spot.
This was for a bridge, and we know that
jarrah is a splendid timber for bridges.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : Not splendid. It is reason-
ably good timber, but not splendid; it
never was.

Mr. THOMSON: I am only quoting
these instances as showing why there
is a certain degree of distrust in
. regard to our State enterprises. In
view of the large amount of money we
have invested in these enterprises, one
can oply hope that all is well, and that
they will return a profit. But in the face
of instances such as T have quoted one
wonders whether things are quite right.

The Minister for Works: If you had
asked me about this I would have made
inquiry, It is the first I have heard of
it.
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Mr. THOMSON: I gave the informa-
tion to the Press. This is old; it happened
some months ago.

The Minister for Works: I see; if is
a political matter.

Mr. THOMSON: No, it is not. If
the House had been sitting at the time
I would have brought it before the House,
1 merely quote the instance as explain-
ing some of the distrust manifested in
respeet to our State enterprises.

Mr. O’Loghlen: As a principle, do vou
believe mm State sawmills?

Mr. THOMSON: I am not prepared to
say I do.

Mr. O’l.oghlen: Your party started two
of them.

Mr. THOMSON: The State sawmills
are not going to injure the big firm,
although probably they will have the effect
of closing down small millers, men wheo
cannot stand up against the competition
of the Government.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If the State mills
charge prices such as you have quoted,
the small private mill need have no fear.

Mr. B. J. Stabbs: We eannot have a
monopoly in State mills.

Mr. THOMSON: That is the point.
Apparently the Government are desirous
of obiaining a monopnly to supply our
public departments with material from
State enterprises. Some hon, members
may regard it as right that the Govern-
ment shounld charge 50 per cent. more
than one has to pay to a private indi-
vidral, but that is not my view.

- Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : That is not done.

Mr. THOMSON: I tell you I ¢an pro-
duce the specification.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : I say you are wrong.

Mr. THOMSON: I am right. If a
private individual is desirous of purchas-
ing jarrah from the State mills he will
gat it at a considerably lower price than
those mills are charging for material for
public works.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : T think you are making an
absolutely false statement.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!
member must withdraw.

The hon
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Hon. R. H. Underwcood {Honorary
Minister) : 1 withdraw,

Mr. THLOMSON : T am not in the babit
of making false statements in the House.

Hon. R. H. Underwocd (Honorary
Minister) : You have not been lere long
enough to acquire a habit,

Myr. THOMSON: 1 hope 1 never will,
Whenever 1 make a charge against the
Government I shall be able {o subsian-
tiate the charge.

The Minister for Works: If you bad
brought thal complaint to me it would
have been rectified at once. Tt is the
first time I have heard of such a thing
taking place.

Mr. THOMSON: I am merely stating
what has happened and giving a reason
for the distrust in our State enterprises.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Do you know
whether that is still existing?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : We had some distrust regard-
ing the chaff merchants at Northam and
have not heard too much about it from
yvour side of the House.

Mr. Wanshrough: That does oot clear
this matter up.

Mr. THOMSON: The Honorary Min-
ister will not put me off the track with
the chaff he is trying to throw about. I
take this opportunity to congratulate the
Minister for Lands on bringing his inspec-
tors together and giving them instruc-
tions to spread agricultural knowledge
throughout the various districts they visit.
This was a step in the right direction
and the DMinister deserves commendation
for having initiated the movement, T
would like him to go a step further and
confer with the Edueation Department
with a view to having agrienltural sub-
jeets taught in the country schools. The
leader of the Country party referred to
bulk-handling of grain. T admit this is
not a time to urge the initiation of any
scheme which would invelve a large ex-
penditure of money. The member for
Nelson expressed the hope that the Gov-
ernment would consider the gquestion of
preparing a site at Albany for the instal-
lation of bulk-handling. The Minister for
Lands will remember that a large deputa-
tion waited apon him at Katanning and
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made that request, and T am pleased that
in a private conversation with the Minis-
ter I learned the Government bad not lost
sight of the proposal. I believe that in
due course bulk-handling will be initiated
in this State. The Premier estimated that
we would have 18,000,000 bushels of
wheat. That, at a cost of 3%d. per
bushel for bags, means that the cost to
the farming community will be £243,750.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : It does not; not by a long way.

Mr, THOMSON: If the Honoorary
Minister doubts me he can figure it out
for “himself,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Houorary
Minister) : I know it does not. You will
not get as mueh for bulk as for bagged
wheat.

Mr. THOMSON: It would pay the
farmers in tlus State to undertake a
direet tax in order to have bulk-bandling
initiated, becanse in a short space of time
the whole of the money required for bags
would be saved. The preseni system re-
sults in waste to the community, and if
we could save only a balf of that £243,000,
the country would be better off for the
adoption of bulk-handling.

Mr. Foley: Whom would you tax to
provide it?

The Minister for Lands: You must get
an inereased price from the other end
for your bulk wheat.

The Minister for Works: You would
only get the price for ungraded wheat.

Mr. THOMSON: I am merely dealing
with the question of bags and there is cer-
tainly cause for reflection. Personally, I
think the sooner we adopt the bulk-hand-
ling system the betfer.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : You look at only one side of
the guestion. .

Mr. THOMSON: I know more about
the wants of the farming community than
the Honorary Minister. 1 would prefer
to see more flour exported from the State,
so that we could refain the huoge
amount of money being sent away every
vear for the purchase of bran and pol-
lard. During the six months ended May,
we imported bran and pollard to the value
of £60,814. This is one of the reasons why
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T am not an ardent federalist. I am
what some people would call 2 little Aus-
tralian,  Western Australia joined the
Federation at least 25 years too soon, and
we are not in a position to foster our in-
dustries as Vietoria and New South
Wales were able to assist theirs, If we
had not joined the Federation, I believe
we would have been in a better position
financially than we are to-day., Dealing
with education, we have had laid before
us an excellent report from the depsrt-
wment. The Minister for Education re-
marked that eompensation had been made
for the shorter sehool hours by giving the
children extra homework. I made the
statement that that did not apply to my
distriet, and T here reiterate it. The re-
gulation has not had effect in my distriet,
and that is one of the grievances I have.
Recently I met a group of children in
Perth and asked them why they were not
at school. The reply was, “The Govern-
ment are too hard op to pay the teachers,
therefore we have to have one day off
every three weeks.” Ti{ is pitiable to
hear such remarks frowm children,

Mr., Foley: They are great readers of
polities.

~-Mr, - THOMSON» -The statement was
made to me and ] say it is pitiable that
children should be placed in a position
in_which they condd make such remarks.

Mr. Foley: It bas been bhammered into
them for political reasons.

Mr. THOMSON: Some mewmbers can
never see anything beyond politieal rea-
sons, 1 believe a majority of the teachers
woild have been quite prepared to work
full hours at their present salaries,

Mr. Munsie: And you would have
made just as great a complaint about the
reduction of teachers' salaries.

Mr. Foley: Better to do that than
charge for education.

Mr, THOMSON: It is amusing to hear
memhers maintaining that salaries have
not been reduced. It is farcieal to con-
tend that such is the case, Salaries have
been redueed.

Mr, Munsie: They have not.

Mr. THOMSON: The hon. member
wonld have a most diffienlt task to con-
vinee the wife of a civil servant that she
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was not recelving less money every week
for Liousekeeping.

Air, Munsie: No one would attempt to
prove that.

Mr. THOMSON: Then why will the
hon. member persist in stating that sal-
aries have not been reduced?

Mr. Munsie: Because the husband is
giving less service to the State.

The Attorney General: He has received
a quid pro gun,

Mr. THOMBSON : That is purely a mat-
ter of opinion. Touching one phase of
the war, evervone must adwit that tech-
nical education has proved a tower of
strength to the German nation.

Mz, Munsie: And the nationalisation
of coal mines.
Hon. R. H. linderwood (Honorary

Minister) : And natural brutality.

Mr, THOMSON: The lesson we ean
learn from the war is that we must give
onr children more technical edueation.
The Government have done much in this
direction. They have provided fuctlities,
but there is one great weakmess. While
providing faeilities for those intellectually
clever and studious and desirous of im-
proving themselves, there is a great difii-
culty in that a majority of the children
on reaching the age of 14 and leaving
school, have no further desire to aequire
knowledge. .

Mr. Foley: They have yreater facilities
in this State than in any other.

Mr. THOMSON: They may have in
the hon, member's distriet, but they have
not in mine. Y am referring to the matter
as it affects my distriet. Tn the eities and
more thickly populated centres, the facil-
ities are available, and this order of things
shonld apply to the whole State.

The Attorney General: How could you
find the money for it?

Mr. THOMSON: I will explain where
I consider the money conld be found.
Supporters of the Government are ask-
ing for helpful eriticism.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : We are not asking for any-
thing; we take all you give us.

Mr. THOMSON: While members say
they are desirous that there shall be a
politieal truce, the unfortunate part is
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that they consider the eriticism helpful
whenever it is to the liking of the Gov-
ernment, but if we eriticise any particular
portion of their administration we are
accused of introdueing party politics.
That is the attitude of some members on
the Government side,

The Minister for Mines: You have
never made a speech that bhas not been
complaints from start to finish. Yon
bave complained more than all the rest
put together,

Mr. THOMSON : And with just cause
too. Whenever T have been in a positiou
to commend the Government I have done
so, but if T have grievances, and if I con-
sider my constitnency is not getting jus-
tice, I will voice my complaint., Under
our sysiem of edueation at present infant
classes are nothing more or less than
State nurseries. It would be interesting
to get a return of the number of child-
ren under five vears of age attending
school. I consider we are paying an en-
ormous amount of money to nurse the
children in our schools. Instead of tak-
ing the children at five years of age, I
advoeate raising the age to six years.

The Minister for Mines: Six is the
compulsory age now.

Mr, THOMSON : Children are received
at from four and a half to six years.

The Minister for Mines: From two and
a half I think,

Mr. THOMSON: The schools should
take no children under the age of six
vears, and the money being spent on the
kindergarten and DMontessori systems
should be utilised to give the children
technical edueation. If boys and girls, on
leaving school, were compelled to attend
classes on one or two afterncons or
evenings each week, the outecome would
be that employers would benefit as a re-
sult of the technical knowledge aequired
by the children. T think it would be prae-
tical to give them one or two afternoons
off, and not necessarily the whole after-
noon. I think that the money we are
spending, on playing at school on the
part of children under six years of age,
could be better spent by giving our boys
and girls technical education, and by com-
pelling them to attend.
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The Minister for Mines: That policy
would hit the sparsely populated agricul-
tural centres more than any other part
of the State.

The Attorney General: T would like to
know what would be said at Katanning
if we stopped taking children under the
age of six.

Mr., THOMSON : That has not troubled
the Minister very much when the Govern-
ment bave been saying all over the State
that the children should have one holiday
in every three weeks. T think the same
thing would apply. I maintain, with all
respect, that the suggestion I am offering
is a good one. It would be of better ad-
vantage to the boys and girls to bave the
compulsory technical edueation that I
have mentioned instead of their time
being otherwise wasted—at all events, it
is a waste so far as the State is con-
cerned when we turn our infant schools
into State nurseries.

The Minister for Works: A child of
five years of age is a very good thing
to have in a disrict when you want to
make up the requisite numbers for a
school,

The Minister for Mines: The trouble in
this State is that when children have gone
through a course of higher education
there are not sufficient openings for them
to be employed, Theyeshould rather go
out upon the lands of the State,

The Atforney General: They want
children even under 14 to be relieved
from compulsory education now.

Mr. THOMSON : I hope, at all events,
those are very few in number.

Mr, Munsie: They are at all events
equal to the number of those who are com-
plaining about the one day’s holiday in
three weeks,

Mr. THOMSON : The hon. member for
Hannans is apparently the authority for
the Minister, He gives us all the infor-
mation required, and it is unnecessary
to apply to the Minister.

Mr. Munsie: And it is reliable infor-
mation too. )
. Mr. THOMSON: Tt has been fore-

casted, but it is not in the Governor's
Speech, that we will probably . bave
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brought forward this session incressed
taxation proposals.

The Minister for Mines: Where is that
forecasted? It must be n wireless gone
astray.

Mr. THOMSON: The Government are
in this position that they must get rev-
enue. We, as a party on this side of the
Honse, have been aceused of turning
down the income tax proposals of the
Ministry. The statement has been made
that if we bhad passed those proposals the
land would have heen flowing with milk
and honey. People always omil in mak-
ing that statement, however, to say that
that tax was being imposed parely to
find work for the unemployed.

The Minister for Mines: That could
have been struck out easily.

Alr, THOMSON: If a tax is to be in-
troduced I know of no form of taxation
fairer than the income tax. T am a be-
liever in that tax, and the more I have
to pay to the Taxation Department on
that score the better T like it. If the
Government are considering the introdue-
tion of such a tax I wounld say to them,
“Do not tax the other fellow; tax your-
selves as well.” 1 consider that the Gov-
ernment should reduce the amount to at
least £100.

The Minister for Mines: Reduce what¥

Mr. THOMSON: The exemption. My
reason for this is that it would enable
the Government to tax single men and
women who are receiving fair
and have no responsibilities and no ties.

Mr, O'Loghlen : How do you know they
have no responsibilities, particularly the
single women?

The Minister for Mines: How would
you tax the single women when the men
have gone away to the front?

Mr. O'Loghlen: And women who are
out of work.

Mr, THOMSON: If single women are
out of work they would have no tax to
pay. There are scores of single men who
have been receiving fair salaries and have
no responsibilities, but are getting off
scot free. Sufficient consideration has
not been given to the married men,

The Minister for Works; We were all
single al one time.

salaries, .

197
Mr. THOMSON: Possibly we were. I
do not propose to deal with that ques-
tion. The Government are asking for
belpful eriticism. This is not carping
criticism. I throw ouf that suggestion
becanse T helieve in it. I would like to
urge upon the Government, seeing that
they have to look round for revenue, the
necessity for seriously considering the in-
troduction of a tax upon amusements.

The Premier: We introduced a Bill to
provide for that.

Mr. THOMSON: I am convineed that
if the Government introduced a tax on
amusements entirely by itself it would be
carried.

The Premier: Why by itself? They
could have made it by itself by amending
the other Bill if they had wished to do
s0.
Mr., THOMSON: If the Covernment
are looking for revenue I suggest that
course to them.

Mr. Heitmann: Why tax men for the
amusements they go to. when others pre-
fer to put their money into the Savings
Bank?

Mr. THOMSON: I would tax amuse-
ments because I regard them as the super-
fluities of life. In my opinion all-luxories
should be taxed.

The Premier: Amusements are not the
superfluities of life.

Mr. THOMSON: They are one of the
lazuries of life.

The Premier: They are a necessity.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Jt would be a poor
world without a little of it.

Mr. THOMSON: If the people are
desirous of going to picture shows, or to
a racecourse, or any other place of that
deseription, they will cheerfully pay any
extra tax that the Government may like
to put npon them.

Mr, Heitmann: The question is, is it a
fair thing to tax them?

Mr. THOMSON: I say it is fair,

The Premier: If you think it is fair,
why did you not help to pass it when it
was here?

Mr. THOMSON: I am pleased at the
brevity of the Governor’s Speech. I
should have liked to have seen an amend-
ment introduced of the Roads Act. The
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road boards have had several confer-
ences, and are of opinion that there are
matters of vital importance which require
to be amended in that Aet.

The Minister for Works: 1 have read
their confercnce notes and cannot find
anything very vital.

Mr., TEHOMSON: It is a matter of
opinion a8 to whether this is vital or
not. In the opicion of the Roads Board
Conference, it is desirable that these
amendments should be made. In refer-
cnce to the freezing works, I am not go-
ing to enter into any discourse on the
confract sysiem or any other system. I
consider it is a wise step to intreduce
these freezing works inlo the North-
West., I hope the day 15 not far distant
when we shall have freezing works in
varivus portions of the Stale. One feels
diflident abouwt touching on matters affect-
ing one’s own constituency at a time like
this, During last session there was
passed a Bill for a railway from
Nyabing to Lake Pingrup. These
people are anxious to know when it
is going to be started. T would like
the Minister for Works to make
some announcement. I know he is
placed in a ditfienlt position owing to
want of cash, but I hope that is not al-
ways going to be the case,

The Minister for Works: It will take
ite ofdinary position with other vailways.

LIr. THOMSON: When the hon. Mr.
Johnson was Minister for Works he
toured the district, and gave the people
a definite assurance that he would have
a survey made of the line from Ongerup
to Needilup.

Mr, (YLoghlen: You do not say the
Minister for Lands made a promise?

Mr. George: Did he ever make any-
thing elsed

Mr. THOMSON: I regret to see thal
Ministers are casting reflections upon one
of théir colleagues.

Mr. OLoghlen: The most promising
man in the Hounse.

Mr. THOMSON: When Ministers
donbt the promise made by one of their
colleagues what are the people to think?
I hope these matters will be attended to
in due course. I trust at a later period
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wlien the Estimates are being diseussed.
to deal with one or two maiters, and (o
have a litile more to say then,

Mr. ROBINSON ({Canning) [9.25]: T
was very glad to notice in one part of
the Governor’s Speech that there were no
Bills Lo be brought before us of a party
nalure. T was hoping that the sawme ele-
ment which appeared in the Speech
would be found espressed in our debales,
bui already the member for Bunbury
(Mr. Thomas) has become militant. He
brings in all kinds of matters which are
of the utmost party importance. 1f this
session of Parliament is to be brought to
a close without party matters being dis-
cussed 1 think we ought all Lo set the

example. The meinber for Bunbury is
not an  uwnimportanl  wember of “our
party,” and he should be kept quiet. So

far as | am personally euncerned, ! de-
sire to say that the views expressed by
the deputy leader of this side of the
Honse (Hon. H, B. Letroy) are mine
precisely. The temperate method adopted
hy the deputy leader in addressing the
House is to be rommended by all sides.
I am sure that every member on this side
of the House, al all events, was very
pleased indeed with the way he placed
the buosiness bhefore the Chamber. Speak-
ing on the question of lhe war—beeause
it seerus to me te be the all-absorbing
topic —1 want {fv say that in the Eastern
Stutes the other day, when everybody was
Lustling about reeruiting—especially in
Victoria—and hustling up men, bands
playing, Minisiers of ¢he Crown and
members of the Opposition touring the
conntry and sounding the big drum, and
rounding up the men, T felt proud to
think that we back here in Western Aus-
tralia, withont all that paraphemnalis,
were still able to bold our own in the
matter of recruiting.

The Attorney (ieneral: And did more
than the Eastern States in comparison.

Mr. ROBINSON: Before the week of
that big beat up we were ahead of all the
other States in Aunstralia. Owing, how-
ever, to that big beat np Vietoria, [
think, now takes the lead.

The Attorney General: In proportion
to the population.
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Mr. ROBLNSON: So far as Western
Ausiralia 18 eoncerned, whether it is pro-
portionately or otherwise, T repeat that
T felt prond of the conntry to which T
Lelong. T do not think it is necessary for
us in Western Australia to adopt a camn-
paign of that description. Men of all
shades of opinion, of all beliefs, and of
all elasses in the community have joined
together in this great movement. and

have worked together shoulder to shoulder
to help the Empire to fight its battles.
Tt is wot only in this way that we in
‘Western Australia have to be gratified. I
think we should be very gratified indeed
at the bountiful disposition of the rain-
fall, at the appearance of our country,
and of our erops and grass, and the gen-
eral outlook. T think, despite many
things that we have heard, we have before
us in Western Australia a very prosper-
ons time. But whilst we look on that
side of the picture, | want to ask the
Treasurer to look on another side; and
this is not by way of any eriticism at all.
The Federal Govermment are about to
place a loan of 20 millions of money on
the market. The effect of the placing of
this loam on—the- Austratian market, T ven-
fure to say, will be more felt in a State
like Weslern Australia than in any of the
ather States, New South Wales, Vie-
toria, and Queensland are comparatively
rich Stotes. Western Australia is not a
rich State cuwmparatively, and if the sav-
ings of the people mow in our Savings
Bank and in the ordinary hanks of eredit
are used for the purpose of taking up
this Federal loan—as T am sure they will
be used—then I think that money must
necessarily lecome what is called tight,
bard lo get hold of. If that is the state
of the warket, it will be equally diffienlt
for the Treasurer to get money. It may
be satd at once to me “What do you pro-
pese?’ 1 am oot propoesing anything at
all. I am pointing out the probable staie
of affairs. I do say, however, “Do nol et
us wait until Western Australia is de-
pleted of money and then see whab we
are to do.”  Now is the time to make in-
quiries,

‘'he Premier: We are making them,

198

Mr. ROBINSON: Despite my high
opinion of the Premier, | do not think
the whole of the financial brains of the
counpnunity are deposited on the Trea-
sury bench, Pretty good brains are to be
found there, and 1 am not running ihem
down, T always stick up for the Trea-
snrer, espeeially after visiting the Fast-
crn States and seeing other men. But I
do say therc ave plenty of wen in West-
ern Australia with experience in {inmi-
cial matters who might be cailed in to
offer opinions or {o give advice. There
is nol a couniry in the world that at this
juneture has not relied on its commercial
men to help its Gtovernment, and I fail
to see why we in Western Australia
should not follow the example of other
cotmtries. At all evenis I hope the Pre-
mier will give some effect to that sngges-
tion.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Whom would you advise us to
eall in?

Mr. ROBINSON: I would not advise
the Henorary Minister to call in any-
body, because if he had the best advice
in the world offered to him he would still
follow his own. My suggestion is offered
to the Premier and Treasurer, who is
amenable to reason, who will listen to
reason when he hears it, There are some
people who will not, Whilst on this sub-
ject T wish to express my regret that
thongh the Governor’s Speech says, in
effect, that party politics are to be es-
chewed

The Premier: We bave never indulged
in them.

Mr. ROBINSON: I hope the hon.
gentleman will not take away my good
opinion of him by making statements like
that, T was about to say that the Premier
is talking or thinking of another State
steamer. )

The Premier:
beyond thinking,

Mr. ROBINSON: The Premier has
gone beyond thinking. T understood that
Parliament would be consulted, or at all
events told, hefore the actual eonsumma-
tion of the order took place.

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood {Honorary

Thinking? 1 have gone
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Minister) : No. The business will be done
in the usual way.

Mr. ROBINSON: If chat is so, then

surely the Premier is not considering the
effect the Federal loan will have on West-
ern Australia. Even a State steamer re-
quires 1o be paid for, because, so far as
I know, we have not yet aequired State
shipbuilding yards. No doubt those will
come in time, but at present, if we want
a State steamer

The Premier: Suppose you were
offered one as a gift, would not vou take
it?

Mr. ROBINSON: I am not going to
answer & hypothetieal question. If you
produce to me a man prepared to offer
you a State steamer for nothing, I wounld
advise yon to hand that man over to the
eustody of the Honorary Minister. The
time i8 not opportune for the Treasurer
even to think about enlarging his State
enterprises, If is all very fine for the
other =ide of the House to maintain that
this is not a party question. If one is on
the Governmenl benches, one ecan say
anything and actually believe it. But the
people of this country, who have to find
the money, are not going Lo believe it. I
contend fhat the purchase of a State
steamer at this juncture is a party ques-
tion, and the money is money, that the
conntry cannot afford to lose and, in
faet, T do not believe will be able to pay.

Mr, O'Loghlen: 1 wish we had 20
State steamers to take some of our pro-
duects away at present.

Mr. ROBINSON: I wish we had some
of them to take some of onr people away.
Before we can consider fully whether it
is advisable to have another State steamer
or a larger State milk supply, or a larger
outpnt of Government bricks or stone,
we want before us something better
than, 12 months old aecounts. I am
not saying that with any feeling of
bitterness at all, but merely as plain,
ordinary, business common sense. If
a trading house were to present to
its shareholders a balance sheet of 12

months ago, the manager would be sus-

pended. What is the use of presenting
to this House to-day a balauce sheet for
June of last year?
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Mr. McDowall: That may be so, but
you could not well have the later balance
sheet.

Mr. ROBINSON: We should have a
profit and loss account every three
months, How in the name of fortune the
Treasarer of this country without such
information knows how to finance this
country, I do not understand; and I am
sure he does not understand either. The
hon. gentleman is simply drifting. How-
ever, I was relying on statements made
by the Treasurer during the last session.
He said there was no reason why we
should uot have those accounts and he
would ses that he got them. I believed
him. 'Where are the accounts? 1 want
the accounts. It is no use at all showing
me accounts 12 months old. I want the
accounts of the last 12 months, or the
last nine months. I ask again, will not
the Treasurer tell us that he will bave
those accounts here before this session
closes, or say within the next month?

The Premier: I eannot give you any
definite promise in that respect.

Mr. ROBINSON: The Treasurer may
say, as he has sald before, that the Gov-
ernment eannot get the accounts audited.
If the Auditor .General cannot audit the
accounts, then let the Premier get in
some other auditor, or else give us the
accounts as they are. I do not care
whether they are audited or not.

The Premier: We have an Audit Aect
which lays down that we must bave the
accounts duly andited by the Auditor
General,

Mr. ROBINSON: That is a great big
bogey, like the gas that the Germans hide
behind, I want the Treasurer to treat us
not as children, but as men like himself.
If T said snch a thing as that to the pre-
sent Treasurer when he happened to he
on this side of the House, he would laugh
at me. For the life of me I cannot un-
derstand why the Treasurer not only
treats this House so, but treats the whole
eountry so. He may say “I cannot get
the accounts” But the Premier has no-
thing to do except to =ay “I want those
accounts,” and he can have them. If he
cannot get them, he has nothing to do but
to call in the member for Irwin (Mr,
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Yames Gardiner), who offered the Pre-
mier his assistance last session, and that
zentleman will have the accounts out
within a month. .

The Premier: 1ln that case yon would
e asking questions of the Aunditor Gen-

eral. [ caonot instruet the Auditor
(feneral.
Mr, ROBINSON: That is not the

point at all. The Aunditor General cannot
audit the accounts until he receives them
from the departments. Tt is the people
who delay the making up of those ac-
counts that I should deal with, How the
Treasurer knows what he is going to
spend or what he is going to do, if he does
not know what is spent for 12 months
afterwards, T fail to understand. Or does
he know it? [f he knows it and does not
tell us, it is wrong. If he does not know
it. he is groping in the dark, like a ship
with her lights out.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): He is going to grope for
some time yet.

Mr. ROBINSON: Ships with their
lights out sometimes go on the roeks,
when they have lost the power to propel
themselves,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : We are not on the rocks yet.

Mr. Foley: A ship puts out her lights
when there are enemtes about.

Mr. ROBINSON: Sometimes there
are enemics on board, and T think the hen.
member who has just interjected is one
of them. During the last session I advo-
cated {fo the Treasurer & particular
method of keeping aecounts, which I am
glad to know the member for Irwin (Mr.
James Gardiner) approves,

Mr. O’'Loghlen: The Treasurer at that
tiine told you yon were s marvel, do you
remember?

Mr. ROBINSON: The Premier bas
not told the hon. member what he thinks
of- that hon. member. If, however, the
hon. member interjects again I shall tell
him what I think of him. I am not
annoyved by these interruptions, whieh
simply have the effect of delaying the
House and those who interject. I simply
go bhack. It may be play to some mem-
hers on the other side of the House, but
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I hope the constituents who returned the
member who is continually interjecting
in his silly way will recoghnise, when elec-
tions come round, that silly men of that
deseription are not wanted in this Pur-
liament. I do not want that hon. member
here.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Onee you were silly
enongh to send a candidate down to my
clectorate. Send unother one down.

Mr. ROBINSON: During the last see
sion I advocated here a particular
method of keeping accounts.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That is tedious repeti-
tion. You told us that iwice before.

Mr. ROBINSOX: I shall go on until
hon, members opposite listen to me . For
the fourth time—-I advocated last session
that there should be a capitalisation in
each trading venture, and that before
further money was spent in that trading
venture the House should be given rea-
sons for the necessity for the £forther
money. If that simple method were
adopted, eriticism from this side of the
House would largely he cut away. We
are now talking in the dark of what we
know nothing about.

Hon. R. H. Ubnderwood (Honorary
Minister): I am not worrying about
your criticism.

Mr, ROBINSON: But the country is
worrying, and there will come a time
when the Honorary Minister will be made
to worry. I repeat that it is the proper
thing for Ministers to supply information
and to capitalise the trading accounts in
the way I have suggested. I am glad to
note that the Governor’s Speech forecasts
a referendum on the liquor question. Per-
sonallv, T am an advocate of what is
known as the 8 to 8 movement; and T
am very sorry that the Government, who
have the power, did not take upon them-
selves to exercise it when they were asked
by the people last yvear to close the hotels
at § o'elock. They are now throwing the
matter entirely on the people and they
will be given the answer, Why they are
asking for the power to close the hotels
passes my eomprehension. I bave no
doubt about the result of the referendum.
and this is a matter upon which the mem-
ber for Bunbury and T are at one on, On
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the question of education—I am sorry the
Minister for Education is not in his seat
—1} always commend that hon. gentleman
for his adminisiration of that depart.
ment. T have done so before and T re-
peat it. Rut T think one mistake he has
made, and to which the member for Swan
has nalready referred, is with regard to
compelling the children to stay at homa
on one day in every three weeks. It may
seem A small affair bat it is 2 great deal
in a child’s life. Some members have inter-
Jected that it is to teach them politics.
Every child wants to know why it is com-
pelled to stay at home on one particular
day.  The child’s father will perhaps
give one explanation and someone else
will give another, but the truth will dawn
on that child, as the member for Katan-
ning has stated, and it is perfectly right
that the Government eannot afford to pay
the teacher’s salary. T was glad to hear
that the arrangement was merely a tem-
porary one, and the sooner it ceases the
better T shall be pleased. During last
session T moved in the direction of a
committee being appointed from this
House to eco-operale with a committee
from the other House to deal with amend-
ments and differences that might arise in
regard to Bills,  That joint committes
roet, and if the session had lasted a little
longer it would have arrived at a solution
of the difficulty. I desire to say now that
on the first convenient opportunity I in-
tend to move that that committee be re-
appointed to continue the labours it be-
gan last session, and T hope this time
those labours will be carried to & sue-
cessfu! conclusion, and that the effeet will
he the elimination of a lot of bitterness
in diseussion.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. McDownll)
tock the Chair.]

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [9.50]: 1
intend to be very brief in- my remarks
bnt T cannot let the occasion pass with-
out reverting back to the last Address-
in-reply. T think it was on the night of
the Sth Necember, when the mémber for
Irwin, the then leader of the Country
party, gave utterance to sentiments
which, had they been placed nnder the
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heading of the speech delivered by the
new leader of the party two evenings
ago wonld have been found to be almost
identical. The sentiments that were ui-
tered by our leader, so far as we have
been able to see up to date, have been
supporled generaliy this session. 1t is
now a generally accepted idea that a
fruece should now prevail, and as a mem-
ber of the Country party 1 am quite
willing and prepared that this truce
shonld be carried through te its legiti-
mate conelusion, so that the greatest good
might be done to the greatest number.
The Ministerial side of the House say
theyv weleome criticism so long as it is
not of a carping nature, but at the same
time, as the representative of the York
electorate, there are certain things that
I reanire some information about, and 1
feel sure that Ministers will he pre-
pared to furnish it. There are certain
things which are making the atmosphere
rather heavy at the present time and ¥
ask that these will be ecleared up, and
that the suspicion which prevails that
proper British fair play is not heing
dealt out to cerfain individuals will he
removed, Ministers will admit that in
all my fransactions with them T have en-
deavonred to he as fair as possible, ani
in asking for information I lLope that
straightforward answers will be given,
partieularly in regard to the State Im-
plement Works.

The Minister for Works: You can have
the papers on the Table.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: C(ertain matters
have been placed before me which nake
me rather dounbtful, bui the Minister
assures us that everything will be found
to he correct, and T hope that that will
be so. The member for Leonora, speak-
ing last evening in connection with the
proposal to amend the Mines Regulation
Act, made an appeal for fair considera-
tion for that measure. T can assure the
hon, member that I have seen a great deal
of the suffering that is prevalent amongst
miners, and T am speaking on behsalf of
the party generally when T say that any-
thing that can he done will be done to
ameliorate the condition of thoze men
who are wndergoing what is praetically
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a living death. T gather that a Bill has
already been before this Flouse and the
inference I drew was that it was un-
reasonable in its scope. We do not know
what the scope of the propoesed Bill is
likely to be, and before it is inlroduced
we would like to get some information
about it, but I can assure the House that
if the measure will be for the benefit of
the miners and calculated to better their
working conditions, it will receive our
earnest sympathy and consideration.
With regard to the Land Aet, T was de-
lighted to hear that an amending Bill was
to be brought forward this session. As
members know, at the conclusion of last
session, the Country party almost to a
man entered a prolest when the Bill
was dropped at the end of the session.
More particnlarly did that measure affeet
my electorate and the neighbouring elec-
torate. They were looking for relief from
that measure, and those who had gone out
on to waste spaces, and were endcavoir-

ing to battle through, had hoped to
derive snme measure of assistance
with rent arrears, The association

of which T am a member has as one
of 1its prineiples that the Government
should allow those outside the 1214 mmle
radius from a railway to hold their land
for the first five vears free from rental,
or until railway facilities are provided.
The tannt has often been thrown acress
this House that farmers should pay their
debts. This tannt is, to my way of think-
ing, cowardly. thrown out as it is to a
hody of men who are deserving of the
best we ean give them so thaf they might
win through. T will give an instance of
a gentleman who this year is nnable to
foot the bill. T will sappress his name
but any member can have it after the
debate. This gentleman attended a lecture
at Searborough, delivered my Mr. Ran-
ford, who dilated upon the great conntry
which was waiting in Western Australia
to he oceupied, and that land counld be got
at from 10s. 6d. an aere, that schools were
provided for children, and that railways
would he built before the erop was ready
to be taken off. So far as the school is
concerned, one of this gentleman's boys
had to walk 714 miles until a farmer
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living closer to it agreed to house the lad,
who then spent only the week ends with
his parents. The individual in question
is 26 miles from a railway. He applied
for the land when he came here and ex-
perienced great difficulty in gettingit. He
finally met Mr. Ranford, who had come out
from England a fortnight later, and Mr.
Ranford gave him a letter to the officer
in charge of the Litho. Department, npon
whose strong recommendation he took wp
the land he is now settled upon, land which
is mostly morrell country, He has farmed
in every possible way, but the three or
four bad seasons, and the distance he is
from a railway, and the cost of elearing
the land, which amounted to 30s. an acre,
have resulted in the swallowing up of the
£2,000 capital which he brought with him
and now he has had to apply for help
from the Assistance Board.

The Minister for Mines: Did he have
£2,0001

Mr. GRIFFITHS: He did. The threat
was made & little while ago that all
arrears of rents were to be taken out of
the first year's erop. This oceasioned a
grast deal of atarm, especially as the
amending Bill was dropped last session.

The Minister for Works: That Bill
wounld apply sll round and not to any
one party.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Bill, I under-
stand, is to e reintroduced and will
remedy the position. I would like to
state what has taken place in some of the
other States. In Queensland possession
is given on payment of half of the cost
of survey. Tn South Australia payments
were extended under existing agree-
ments to 64 years with special exemp-
tion for the first 10 years. In New Sounth
Wales possession is given on one small
payment, and nothing further is de-
manded for five vears. The Victorian
Lands Commission, sitting in 1914,
found that rents for the first four years
shonld be very low, provided the lessee
resided and improved, and also that it
was useless to defer rents and then de-
mand payment in full out of one har-
vest, as it left the settler in a worse posi-
tion than before. Obviously it is un-
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fair to take all the rent out of the pro-
fits of one year’s crop. Tn reference to
the Yilliminning-Merredin line, I must
say the people out there have had bad
treatment. At a banquet at Bruce Rock
the late Minister for Lands definitely
promised them the line. Many of these
people are living 30 miles out, and it
means ruin to them if they are not to
have the railway. The Minister has
since declared that he did not say ex-
actly what he was reported to have said,
but I can assure the House that I was
there and heard it. Some of the settlers
in that distriet have lo cart water 15
miles, and are 26 miles or more from the
station. They have been hanging on
wailing for the railway, and it eompletely
broke them up when they learnt the other
day that the Premier had told the Bisper-
ance people that the Fsperance line
would be built straight away.

The Minister for Works: The Yilli-
minning railway was authorised after
the other.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In regard to the
Industries Assistance Beard [ am in
sympathy with the member for Bever-
ley (AMr. Wansbrough) : Probably I have
handled more eases (hrough that board
than has any oiher member. In all T
deall with some 400 eases,

The Minister for Mines: All in your
own electorate?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Not all of them.
Mr. Camm, Mr. Byrnes, Mr. Lowes and
other members of the board have been
most helpful to me in my endeavours to
get assistance for various settlers, bui I
must say I cannot see why it should be
neeessary for farmers to get their repre-
sentatives to interpose on their behalf.
When we find six or seven letters sent
to the board without attention it suog-
gests that something is wrong.

The Minister for Mines: They have
had so much to do, and so little time to do
it in.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Some extraordin-
ary things have oceurred. Last week a
man told me that he had asked for two
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tons of super, and that when he weni i
the siding he found two tons of brax
wailing for him. Many appalling thing:
have occurred in connection with the
board, and whilst we cannot hold Mr
Camm responsible, we must admit tha
there is something radically wrong. It
the early stages of the operations of thi
board Mr, Paterson and Mr, Sutfon wer
each taking a prominent part, but I can
not help thinking it was a great mis
take to put those gentlemen on the
board.

The Minister for Works:  You sai¢
last session that Mr. Sutton was one of
the best of our men,

Mr. GRIFFITHS. Yes, but he shoulc
have been relieved of his other duties.

The Minister for Works: He was.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: No, all day long
department after department was ring

ing him up on subjeets outside the
scope of the Industries Assistanc
Board. He had ioo muech to do, anc

neither he nor Mr. Paterson was given ¢
fair chance to earry out the board”’
work, T am sorry the Minister for Rail
ways is not here, becanse T desired t«
bring under his notice the questior
of handling the crop. 1 have beer
assared by his seeretary that something
has been arrived at, but I would have
liked a definite assurance from the Min
ister in public. I am sorry, too, that the
Honorary Minister {Hon. R, H. Under-
wood) is not here, for 1 wished to con
gratulate him on his good sense in falling
in with the wishes of the ladies in regard
to the maternity hospital. T referred the
other night to the carriage of newspapers
on the railways, and the incident was
published in the newspaper under the
heading of “Tax on Knowledge,” and i
finished up with the word ‘“Laughter.”
It may have been amusing to the Pre-
mier, who treated it in light and airy
fashion, but it is not amusing te the
people most concerned. The other day
I was on a siding when the mother
of a boy at the front asked me if I had
the latest newspaper, and if I had any
pews of what was going on. This was
only an isolated instance, but T have come
across dozens of the sort, There appears
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to be no arrangement between the Federal
postal authorities and our Railway De-
partment in regard to the carrying of
mails,

AMr, Heitmann: Of eourse there is.

AMlr. GRIFFITHS: Well, no mail is
carried on that railway, or on the Wongan
Hills railway, either.

The XMinister for Mines: That is a
maller for the posial antborities.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 do not know what
the arrangement is, but there seems to
be sowething in the way of mails being
carried on that railway. Apart from the
weekly mail it is impossible for the people
up there to get newspapers except by
paying 3d. freight. 1t is no irifling
matier to those people. Tt is all very
well for men in the City, who get their
morning paper, and in the afterncon get
their Daily News,

The Minister for Mines: The country
people have much to be thankful for in
being spared the Daily News.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Gregory has
hrooght up the matter in the House of
Representatives, and I believe he inter-
viewed the Minister for Lands when that
gentleman was in Melbourne recently. It
is lo see if the postal authorities cannot
he shaken up in some way that I have
brought this matter forward. T have
little more to say this evening. Sufficient
has alrendy been said on the question of
patriotism. e all feel the gravity of
the present position. Many members have
their sons at the war, and we who are
left must see to it that when they come
back they suffer no detriment for their
patriotism,

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [10.15]: As
the Governor’s Speech was very brief and
as most members who have spoken on the
Address-in-reply have also been very
brief, T intend to follow the example set.
In common with other members, I noticed
mention of the bountiful rains which have
falien throughout Western Australia. For
the first time for two or three seasons
the so-called dry areas are going to comu
inte their own as regards the produection
of wheat, It is quite cheering to go into
these so-called dry areas at present and
find men who 12 months ago were exceed-
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ingly pessimistic as to the outlook, speak-
ing in the most hopeful terms of their in-
tentions for the future. Only a few
months age many settlers in those por-
tions of the State were talking of leaving
the country, but T am pleased to kuow
that with the return of rain there has
been a return of optimism, and I think
that these portions of the State will rank
as one of the leading wheat-producing
belts in the whole of the Commonwealth.
It is expected that Western Australia
will produce 20 million bushels of wheat
this year, and if this optimistic forecast
is realised it will be an increase of 50
per cent. over the last good yield in 1913.
The Minister for Lands has predicted
that we will reguire six million bushels
for home consumption and seed wheat,
and that will leave 14 million bushels
available for export.

The Minister for Mines: It is a risky
thing to venture inte the realms of pro-
rheey.

Mr. GREEN: Seeing that the season is
so promising it is as well to look on the
bright side when other things around ap-
pear so dark, The Commonwealth exported
42 million bushels of wheat in 1913, which
was a fairly good year. If Western Auns-
tralia exports 14 million bushels this vear,
it will be equal to one-third of the Com-
monwealth exportations in 1913. That
goes to show of what any resident of this
State must necessarily become more
firmly convineed the longer he resides
here, namely, that Western  Australia
must undoubtedly become one of the
greatest States of the Commonwealth in
ail respects. It has been mentioned times
without number that our gold production
represents over one-half of the produetion
of the Commonwealth, and it is cheering
to think that the produection of wheat
will in two or three years place Western
Australia in the leading position among
the States of the Commonwealth. When
we remember also that we are the leading
timber State of the union, it makes one
realise that Western Australia must
shortly become a2 very important factor
in the Commonwealth, Reference is made
in the Speech to the number of miles of
railroad which has been opened. Western
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Australia with its sparse population of
330,000, or thereabouts, has a mileage
of railroad very litile below that of any
vt the sister States. We lave one mile
for every 100 of our population, or over
twice the mileage per head of the average
fur the Commonwealth, This means de-
velopment, and if there is one thing more
tliany another which this large State, cov-
ering, as it does, one-third of the area
of Australia, and baving obnly a small
population requires, it is money. 1 am
not too sanguine as to what the position
10 regard to the public works policy will
be afler October next. 1f is vain to at-
tempt to borke the fact that this
State will be iIn a very parlous
condition as regards its public works
policy after Oectober unless the war is
ended before, and none of us is sufficiently
sanguine to think that such will be the
case, As it is impossible to borrow money
from the Old Country during the war,
and as the Commonweaith is absorbing
the available capital for ifs war loan,
there 1s only one avenune from which the
State may derive funds, The key-note
ot irnce pronounced by the depuly leader
of the Opposition in his excellent speeeh
the other evening, will have to be borne
out in a tangible way by the direet Oppo-
sition and those on the cross henches by
snpporting the Government in passing
taxation proposals of some description.
If such proposals are not brought for-
ward this session it will be necessary fo
introduce them early next session, and
we shall then see the atfitude towards
Western Australia of the so-called
patriots who are asking the mmemployed
to go to the front as a means of obtain-
ing employment. The Bill providing for
tlie (axation of incomes and amusements,
sent to another place a few months ago,
was turped down, and yet if hon. mem-
bers in that Chamber were accused of
not being patriots they would feel highly
indignant at the aecusation. What did
the proposals mean9 They meant that
a man getting £157 per annum would
be required to pay 5d. per week; a man
getting £300, such as many members of
this House bave to depend upon, wonld
have to pay ls. 2d. per week, and a man
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getting £1,000 per annum would bave t¢
pay only 9s. 5d. per week, or an amount
which members in this House receiving
£300 per annum =sre at the present
time voluntarily scbseribing to the
fands  of this State. It is hard
for me to helieve that gentlemen,
who on the one hand claim to be patriots
and on the other withheld those proposals
from the statute-book, are in earnest,
and it is time the workers hesitated aboul
taking the advice to go to the front when
instrucled by men of that desecription.
The member for Swan (Mr, Nairn)—]
regret he is not in his seat—stated lasi
year, during the unemployed trouble, “Ii
is not’ possible to give every worker a
Tull day’s work and a regular day’s wage
in these partienlar {imes.”” The Govern-
ment at the time admitied that such was
the position. Consequently, as the taxa-
tion propusals were turned down, the
Government had to seek other ways of
saving monev. The proposal was then
made that each public servant should for-
feit 7.89 per cent, of his working time,
for whieh he had to suffer a corresponding
reduction of income. No one would sap-
pose for a minute that these employees
would be paid the same wages for work.
ing less time. As a natural corollary
the IBduecation Department had to fall in
line with other departments of the ser-
vice, and rightly so. Because of the
turning down of the taxation proposals
for which the hon. member’s friends in
anotlher place were responsible——there i
not the slightest doubt thal the Liberal
party in that so-called non-party House
were responsible—our children are los
ing one dav’s schooling in every three
weeks. To accuse the Government ol
being lukewarm towards education becanst
they were forced into this position i
absolutely unfair. The hon. member mus
know that through the present Govern
ment we have a free school of mines, fre
teehnical sehool and a free unmiversity
This is one of the few places, indeec
the onlv place, so far as I recollect
where there is free education from th
kindergarten to the nniversity, and for
this the present Government are respon
sible, Onr expenditure on education i
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1914 was  £357,000, an  increase of
£03.000 per annum over the expenditure
during the last vear of the term of the
previous Government. That ought to
supply a complete answer to any stale-
ment with vegard to the alleged laxity
of the present (iovernment towards the
education svstem. The ex-lender of the
Country party, in dealing with the State
trading coucerns, rightly pointed out
that they, to many members on the Op-
position benches, were like King (Charles’
head to that well-known character in
““David Copperfield.”” The member for
Swan has made it clear time afler time
that he differs from the Lahour party.
prineipally hecause they have gone in
for State enterprises on lines which he
considers bring them into competition
with private concerns He has frankly
said many times that he is prepared ai
all times to uphold the Lahonr party in
securing the highest wages possible for
the manual labourer, but T would like
to ask him and other wmembers of the
Opposition who have made a  strong
point of attack on these trading con-
cerns whieh particular one they desire
to have abolished? Would it be the milk
supply, a small congern in itself. but ene
which has been rvespunsible for saving
the lives of hundreds of childven in ihe
Children’s Hospital. and which has sup-
plied with beneficial results, the metro-
politan hospitals also? T make bold to
savy  that  the hon. member would
not favour the abolition of the State
milk supply. Would the hon. member
have been awninst the workers’ homes
scheme which was responsible for bwuld-
ing 1,300 homes in the metropolitan
area and other parts of the State and
which have been responsible undoubt-
edly for the dvop in the rents in
the metropolitan area? T would fur-
ther wmake bhold to say that he
wonld not he against that partienlar
proposal, and that he would not
he prepared fo go and fight that work-
ers’ home seheme on the publie plat-
form. Would he then be against the
State Tmplement Works? If he were so.
T take it he would he at sixes and sevens
with certain members of his party who

[8]
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represent eouniry districts. Sueh a
hide-bound Tory as the member for Kat-
anning (Mr, Thomson), when it comes
to State enterprises, would be very loath
to say that he was against the eontrol
ol the implement works by the State.
Would he, then, be against State steam-

ers  and  other  State enterprises ?
If so, he would he against the
avowed  policy of the present leader
of the Opposition, who declared
upon  the public platform, when
seeking re-election in 1911, that if

the meat trouble continued he was pre-
pared to put on steamers for ihe North-
West in order that cheap meak might be
hrought to the dours of the people of the
metropolitan and goldfields aveas, Whilst
State steamers have been the com-
mon point of attack with many mem-
bevs in this Chamber sitting in Opposi-
tion? I think we can make this asserfion
without fear of contradietion, that what-
ever Government get into power in this
Housé there is none that would dare to
abolish the Stafe steamers which have
been iustituted by the Scaddan Govern-
ment—that, notwithstanding the most
venemous attacks made upon it by the
members of the Opposilion and the daily
I'ress of the metropolitan area. The
State steamers have undouhtedly becn
responsible for lowering and steadving
the price of meat thronghout parts

of the State in" the South-West
in the metropolitan area, and in‘the- -
voldfields distriefs. As Mr. Knibbs,

the . Commonwealth Statistician, has
pointed out, Western Australia has heen’
the only State in the Commonwealth
where the price of meat has nof -in-
ereased during the past two years.” To
my mind, at any rate, the State steamers
are solely responsible for that position

of affairs. The State steamer- route
along  the North-West coast of this
State is the only roule along the
coast of the Commonwealth where
the fares have not inereased during
the last two years. That, too, 1s

solelv due to the inauguration of the
State steamship service. Would the hon.
member, or any of his colleagues, say
that the State sawmills have heen sn
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Is it not a
large ares of our timber

altogether bad undertaking?
fact that a

country, the kareli c¢ountry in  par-
tieular. lhas  not  vet  been handed
over (o private  haads, and that
the fact of our having State saw-

mills has made it possible for the Gov-
vrument. being intevested in the enter-
prise, to keep a sufficient number of men
at work who had been thrown out of
private employment in the timber in-
dustry, and whose employment repre-
sented an amount in wages of £100,000,
which they wolld not have rveceived
througlt the iimber industry it fhe State
had not embarked upon 1t?  kEven if
the State sawmills ace hearing the dis-
tress of this parfiealary bad time of in-
dustrial depression, whieh naturally fol-
Tows upon the war, other private saw.
mills are similarly feeling the effects ot
the times. So much has this been the
case that a genfleman who stands for
private enterprise, pretty well on all
occasions, roge in his seat in another
place and had the temerity io ask the
CGovernment for assistance for privately
owned sawwmilling works, in He South-

West., hecnuse  of  the parlous  con-
dition iate which they had fallen.
Would any member of 1he Opposition

he game, aller a visit to the Stale brick-
works, 1o asserl that these are not a sne-
cess at the present time? 1 contend that
with the workers’ lomes in operation.
and that with the vast amount of publie
works zoing on which rvequive bricks for
their proper consiruelion, it was abso-
fuiely necessary, owing to the high price
of bricks that was being maintained in
the metropolitan area, ihat these works
shenld he esiablished. En thar area the
prive of hricks was £3 3s per thousand,
and the Government did quite right to
step in and supply thar commodify them-
selves Lo the building puble, 1f may be
news (o hon. members opposite. who have
not visited the brick works, to know that
hru-l\q are heing made by the State for
as. per llmumud and that the price of
Lricks to the private buyer before the in-
anguralion of these works was £3 5s. per
thousand, This has been one of the bene-
ficent results which has followed in the
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irain of mauy of our Slate enterprises..
They have had the effect of steadying the-
amd the private em-
ployer and supplier has had of necessity
to keep his priees in line with thal of the
Ntate enterprises in many cases,  With
our Government  enterprises  paying,
there is nu reason in the world why the
private employer shonld not continue o
keepr prices at that level and still inake a
fair profit, There is one other mntter in
the Governor's Speech which of cowrse is
very | leazing to me as a goldhields mem-
ber. and that i= the imlimation thai the
Mines Negulation Aet is to be brought
Forward again this session. | appeal, as
other members have done, 10 those sitling
on the opposite side of the Touse fo see
that the miners of this country are wiven
every consideration, and that se great a
proportion of the industrial workers in
this State receive a fair deal by being
lretped throagh the medivm of {his par-
ticular legislation, No one who has re-
sided on the Goldtields for auy nawher
of years, as | have done. can Fail to be
struck by the fact that numbers of men.
whom one eould eall o mind several vears
ago s being healthy and robust, have in
119 cases onl of 100, where they continued
te follow up the wmining industry, had
their health rnined because of the dusty
and unhealthy conditions under which
they work. The matter of wayres is not
one that comes into the question at all.
There ts a matter far above the guestion
of wages, and fhat is the question of
health., Tt is not onlv of primary im-
porfance to the worker himself buat it is
a primary imporiance to the dependants
of the worker, the wife and the family.
It 1% nothing less than inhurman and ernel
that in a couniry like Western Australia,
whielr is regarded as the workers’ para-
dise, and is the workers’ paradise in many
respecis. tlis deserving portion of the
community shonld he neglected so long
for the sake of dividends, I contend that
this smail alieration which is requnired will
not affect the question of dividends to anv
appreciable degree. Even if it did so T
think thal our position wonld not he more
responsihle or less weichty on fhat ac.
count, nnd that # would he just as neeces

private exploiter,
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sary for us to see {hat healthy conditions
exist in that industry, and which can he
made io exist in that industry just as in
any aiher. Nwmely these men are worthy

of  as

muel  consideration as any
other  portion  of  the  congnunity.
They have not  been less  loyal or

less brave than any other section of the
people. s a maller of faet, when the
call came from our greal Empirve (o Aus-
tralia for men to enlist for the front the
proportion of men who enlisted from
the mining industry, aceording to M.
Knibbs, is shown to he second only to that
of the Stieavers’ Thiton. The proportion of
miners who have enlisted for the front
has been 8.24 per cent. of the total num-
ber able o enlist, that is between the
ages of 18 and 45. Others, however, who
were not in unions averaged, according to
Mr. Knibbs, who is not a Labour poli-
tician, but is the Government Statistician
and a man of repute and abibity, showed
a proportion of enly four per cent., which
is less than half of what the miners’ union
contributed towards this great struggle n
which we are engaged. The average for
the whole of the anionists of Australia is
*6.77 per cent, It is not my desire to draw
comparisons, and indeed it would he
somewhat unseemly 1o draw compavisons,
between the numher of unionists eligible
to go to the fronl who have enlisted, and
the proportion of non-unionists; but T
think we should take note of the fact that
the men who are so frequently cavilled at
as having no stake in the country, did.
when the great eall for help eame from
the Empire, send G.77 per cent. of their
number to the front a< against four per
eent. of non-unionists. That is on the
figures of Mr. Knibbs, I do not desire fo
detain the House, but [ wish to mention
also that the miners of Western Australia
and the miners of Broken Hill were the
first to land at Gaba Tepe. They were
the men picked to land first, hecause of
the fact that they were well accustomed
to the use of digeing tools. which was
necessary lo entrench themselves arsainst
the fire of the enewmy. It is a proud re-
cord that the miners of the Common-
wealth, the miners of Western Australia
and Broken Hill. were the first to land on
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what has already become a red letter day
in the history of Awustralia. [ trust, there-
fore, that the elass of men wlo have done
so much for the of  Briti~h
arms  will  receive cunsideration
at the hands of members of
Chamber. Moreover. an  industry
which  has  alreadv  patd 25 milliims=
in dividends in this State alone can
surely afford decent conditions unrder
whieli the miners may continue their or-
dinary cmployment, The present war
naturally overshadows everything else, as
the member for Canning (Mr. Robinson)
has said. Tt is & lime such as this that
takes the bitterness out of party feeling,
hecanse we recognise that we bave all to
stand shoulder to shoulder to meet the
common enemy. I cannot refrain from
expressing my regret that in this age,
after 2,000 years of Christlanity, and
after thonsands of yenrs of the evolution
of civilisation, we who pride ourselves
npon huving advanced so far along the
road of enlightenment, should find our-
selves in what may be termed the ecradle
of our race in Burope involved in a fra-
tricidal struggle. Because, whilst we are
now inelined to say harsh things against
the Tentonic race, we eannot blind our-
selves fo the Tact Lhal they are a wonder-
ful race, and that the Rritish, as well as
the other nations of Europe, have muech
to learn from ile Gerinans, From what
T know of the German people. of German
acquaintances of mine in Ausiralia, I feel
sure that it is really nol the German
people who are responsible for the pre-
sent slruggle. That responsibility rests
largely on the Prussianising system that
unfortunately has arown up in the Ger-
man Empirve. So far as the future is con-
cerned, my personal view is that Hague
conventions, and methods of that kind,
are ahsolutely futile for ihe prevention of
war, The only hope, in my opinion—and
T trusi T may not appear partisan when
T say it; T do feel it deep down in my
heart—the only hope for the world is that
Labour Governmenfs should come into
power in every ecivilised country. With-
out any fear of contradiction I make the
assertion that if the Social Demoeratic
parly had been in power in Germany, the

prestige
s0Ine
this
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present war would have been npossible.
That is the spirit of the working classes,
at any rale. The idea of the working
clisses was voiced o some exteni by a
small band in Berlin when war was de-
clared hetween Franee and Germany in
1870, That band sent the foilowing mes-
sage fo their Freneh comrades: “We are
the encinies of all war. - Solemnly we pro-
mise that neither the sound of the trum-
pet. nor the roar of the cannovn. neither
viclory uor defeat, will swerve us from
vurr ¢common purpose, the union of the
{oilers of all conntries” Whilst we. as
representatives of the workers. now ihat
this great struggle is upon us recognise
that we have 1o o shounlder to shoulder,
and whilst we are prepared fo bear onr
share of the brunt of the fighting, never-
theless we contend {hat there is a befter
and  brighter future, which will arise
when the working classes gel inlo power
in a democratic Germany of the fature.
T thank hon. members very much for their
kind attention.

On motion hy Mr.
adjourned.
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By the PPremier: Siatement by the Audi-
for CGeneral respecting (e anditing of
trading concerns.
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By the Attorney General: Statutes 17
and 18 of the University of Western Aus-
tralia.

By the Minister for Works: Regula-
tions 1-6 nnder the Industries Assistance
Aet, 1819,

By Hon. B, H. Underwood {Honorary
Mimister) : Annual Report of the Chief
Protector  of  Aborigines for the year
ended 30th June, 1914,

APR)

NOTICK OF QUESTION—BLACKBOY
HILL CAMP.
Mr. GEORGL (M{trl‘ﬂy-\\'elliugf.‘un) :

I give upiice that fu-morrow I shall ask

the Premier: Wili he make inguiries
from {he Commonwealth Government
as  fo: 1, Whether it is a fact
that al  Blackboy Hill Camp, where
there are aboul 3.000 men now In
campr, only three water taps ave available
for the use of the men and for washing
up purposes? 2, Whether it is a fact that
at the camp there ave seven shower haths,
which are not avallable for the men be-
(ween the hours of 7 aan, and 5 pan.? 3,
Whether it 18 not m the intereste of the
volurtteer movenent that better sanitary
arrangements be immediatelv installed? 4,
T these guestions are answered in the
alliviative, will the Premijer nze his in-
fluenee 10 have more soitable arrange-
menis made?

The PREMIER (Hon.
Brown Hill-lvanhoe): [ have noth-
ing whatever to do with it. There is o
wember for the distriet in the House of
Representatives, and there are six Sena-
tors represeniing the State. If the hon.
member wires to one of them he can get
the information: T cannot give it (o him.

J. Seaddan--

QUESTION — AGRICULTURAL DE-
VELOPMENT, JUTE IMPORTA
TION.

Mr. HARRISON: asked the Minister
for Agriculture: 1, T it considered hy his
department to be in the best interests of
agricultural development that the presein
methods of selling jutes at the value of
contents contained therein should be con-



